
The relationship between AGREKON and the Publisher Taylor and Francis 
(T&F). 
 
Following an agreement between the Department of Agriculture and AEASA in 1991 
the ownership, copyrights and publication responsibility were transferred to AEASA. 
The Association, for the better part of the next 15 years, published the Journal using 
its own resources and printers.  
 
In 2010 AEASA went into a publishing agreement with T&F whereby T&F will take 
responsibility for production, marketing, and distribution of Agrekon. Agrekon remains 
the property of AEASA, and AEASA appoints the Editor-in-Chief and Editorial Board 
which has full control over the editorial policy. All publication rights of Agrekon were 
transferred to T&F, but AEASA remains the proprietor of the Journal. 
 
All production and marketing costs are for the account of T&F, with AEASA sharing in 
the revenue through royalties. For example, in 2015/16, AEASA received $4500 in 
royalties from the sales of the Journal. AEASA, however, must pay T&F for members’ 
electronic access and for printed copies of each issue. 
 
A new contract was signed in 2018 in which the Association grants the Publisher an 
exclusive, worldwide licence to publish the Journal for the duration of the Term in all 
languages and in all forms. The main stipulations of the contract are as follows: 
 

 The Royalty to be paid to the Association shall be ten per cent (10%) of Sales Receipts 
and include subscriptions, pay-per-view, back issues, printed copies, etc 

 Special-Issue-As-Book editions of the Journal shall be subject to a separate 
agreement between the Publisher and the Association. 

 Members of the Association shall be provided with access to the print and online 
editions of the Journal at a preferential discounted price per Member on a voluntary, 
optional basis. 

 The Association represents and warrants that it has the necessary written consents 
from all Association Members and shall provide the Publisher with a list of its 
Association Members’ addresses via a secure, electronic method or other agreed 
alternative format no less than three (3) weeks prior to the publication of each issue 
within the annual volume. 

 In respect of the Publisher supplying print issues of the Journal and/or facilitating 
online access to the Journal to accredited individual members of the Association of the 
Journal, the Publisher shall charge R270 per volume per African Member and R370 
per volume per international Member. 

 For print and online copies, the Publisher will charge R310 per volume per African 
Member and R410 per volume per international Member. 

 These amounts will be fixed for Vol 57 and 58 and will then increase by 3% per year 
until Volume 62 (2023) when this contract is up for renewal.  

 The Association shall provide the Publisher with sufficient material to publish not less 
than one hundred and twenty-eight (128) printed pages in each of the four (4) 
issues which shall comprise each annual volume. 

 The Association and the Publisher agree to publish the Journal for a minimum period 
of five (5) years from the first day of January 2018 and Volume 57 (“Initial Term”) 
and this Agreement shall automatically renew thereafter for a further period of five (5) 
years (“Renewal Term”), unless either Party gives the other Party twelve (12) months 
written notice of its intention not to renew this Agreement. 



The following serves as an illustration of how this Agreement played out in 2019. Total 
revenue from Agrekon sales and subscriptions was $28 854. In terms of the 
Agreement, a royalty of $2 885.44 (10%) was paid to AEASA. The 2020 sales figure 
was somewhat lower, resulting in the 2020 royalty being only $2 541 or R37 458. 
 
AEASA pays nothing for publication costs and nothing for the editorial office. The 
Editor, Associate Editor, Editorial Board members as well as reviewers are all 
volunteers. The only costs AEASA must take responsibility for are the costs of 
providing members with e-access or hard copies, as explained above. The figures for 
the past four years of these costs that AEASA must take responsibility for are 
summarised below:  
 

T&F 2018 (4 issues) 
 Unit costs 
(Rand) 

# of Members and Total costs 

Hard copy 77,50                   62  

Online copy 67,50 230 

Total payment           R  82 091  

      

T&F 2019 (4 issues)   Members 

Hard copy 77,50 83 

Hard copy (2) 102,50 1 

Online copy 67,50 246 

Total payment         R 102 523  

      

T&F 2020 (4 issues)   Members 

Hard copy 77,50 54 

Online copy 67,50 152 

Total payment            R 63 781  

      

T&F 2021 (4 issues)   Members 

Hard copy 77,50 49 

Online copy 67,50 213 

Total payment            R 78 924  

 
 
From the detail provided above, it seems that the cost of providing Agrekon access to 
members is far exceeding the revenue from royalties. It would, therefore, make sense 
to consider only paying for journal access for members that specifically request 
access. Most students and academics do have access via their respective Universities 
or research institutes which means the Association could save a lot of money by only 
providing access to members that request so and pay a differential membership fee 
in line with the costs of access. 
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