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Editor's Note
Welcome to the last edition of the AEASA update for 2021.
This issue introduces the AEASA Management Committee for the next two
annual AEASA Conferences; 2021/22-2022/23. As the baton is passed on
to the new ManCom, we are grateful for the speed, consistency, energy,
wisdom and commitment of the previous ManCom led by Dr. Mmatlou
Kalaba. The past ManCom along with the active participation of members
kept the association alive throughout the lockdown period.
We look forward to more member engagement under the new ManCom led
by Dr. Melissa van der Merwe. The President’s note in this issue sets an
exciting tone for the future of the association.
The AEASA newsletter has also changed in format and frequency of
publication over the years. I would like to thank members for always willing
to share articles and updates with the association through this platform. We
also appreciate the feedback received and will be working on improving the
newsletter. In keeping up with change and producing more functional and
member-relevant newsletter issues, please do share with me any ideas that
we can incorporate.
Be sure to check out the latest Agrekon articles.
Happy holidays and see you in 2022.

Masego Moobi
Newsletter Editor

Presidential Note
-Dr. Melissa van der Merwe
We look forward to new levels of engagement with you
to continue supporting the Association in your
professional capacity. We also welcomed our newly
elected members; Dr Sifiso Ntombela (Vice President)
and Dr Ndumiso Mazibuko (Additional Member). Our
shared vision is to foster stronger connections
between industry, academia, and government. We
would like to do this through more frequent
engagements on a national and provincial level. We
also realise the importance of investing in the next
generation of leaders and would, therefore, like
AEASA to become an environment where students
and young professionals can grow and receive
Dear AEASA member
mentorship. I would also like to welcome Dr Colleta
Gandidzanwa, our newly appointed
With great appreciation for your support, I write this Secretary/Treasurer. As the new management
Presidential note. On my side, it has indeed been a committee, we welcome you to share ideas and
period of reflection since our last ‘interactions’ at our engage with us. We realise that the task ahead is
first virtual conference and our annual general
challenging but like we say here in Stellenbosch –
meeting. During my reflections, my first AEASA
“sonke siya phambili”!
conference in 2009 in Durban, as a final year

student, came to mind. The conference theme was
“Promoting the competitiveness of South African
agriculture in a weakened global economy”, and my
professors encouraged me to submit an abstract to
be considered for a poster presentation. As a
youngster on the verge of a career in the agricultural
sector, attending the AEASA conference and rubbing
shoulders with the giants in our field was a turning
point that continues to propel my academic career.
As a result, my dream for our Association is to
continue being the fuel to the fire of future
generations.
The last management committee meeting for the
year was held on 26 November 2021, where we bid
farewell to Dr Simphiwe Ngqangweni (Vice
President), Prof Ferdi Meyer (Past President), and
Dr Marlene Louw (Additional Member). I would also
like to acknowledge Dr Mmatlou Kalaba (now Past
President) for his wisdom and guidance during his
tenure as President. As an Association, we are
grateful for the management committee’s leadership
during particularly turbulent times.

The year that lies behind us reminds me of a roller
coaster filled with exhilarating ups and terrifying
downs. Many of us have lost loved ones and
colleagues to COVID-19. We also feel overworked and
anxious as we are continuously thrown off balance by
the pandemics’ cyclical waves. We have, however,
also seen many ups, we have preserved, and overall,
our sector flourished. We cannot argue that it has
been an interesting time for us as agricultural
economists. 2021 was also a big year for AEASA. We
celebrated our 60th anniversary, we had our first
virtual conference (which would not have been
possible without ABSA’s generous contribution), we
had two very successful hybrid Tomlinson lectures in
the Free State and KwaZulu Natal, and had our first
virtual elections.
We realise that 2022 will bring about its own set of
challenges. Still, we also have several things to look
forward to, most notably our next AEASA conference.
If all goes as planned, this will be our first physical
conference in two years, and what better place to have
this get together than Swakopmund in Namibia.

More information will be shared early next year, but we look forward to welcoming you towards the end of
September 2022. If you have any questions or would like to contribute, you can contact the local organising
committee chair, Dr Thinah Moyo. You might also be interested in two other conferences: the African
Association of Agricultural Economists’ conference in Durban from 19 to 22 September 2022 and the
International Food and Agribusiness Management Association’s conference in Costa Rica from 18 to 23
June 2022.
In addition to our annual conference, AEASA plans more engagement, networking, and collaboration
opportunities in 2022. Do keep an eye out for notifications on these events, and if you would like to join in
on the action of hosting or organising, please get in touch with me. We would also like to encourage our
members to support our Association by mentioning AEASA as part of their affiliation when writing for
popular media and sending those articles with a short Tweet to Ms Masego Moobi (IT and
Communications) for our Twitter page. My last request is to encourage students, young professionals and
colleagues operating in all spheres of our discipline to become part of our Association by getting in touch
with Ms Petrie Vogel.
As the year dawns on us, I would like to thank all our members for their continued support; without you,
there is no AEASA. I would also like to thank the management committee for their commitment throughout
the year and Ms Petrie Vogel for keeping our house in order. I wish you all a safe and blessed festive
season. May you find some time to rest and recuperate so that we can face 2022 with renewed strength.

Melissa van der Merwe
AEASA President

Agrekon
Latest published articles

Official publication of the Agricultural Economics Association of South Africa (AEASA
Agrekon publishes research on agricultural science and agricultural, rural and food
economics in Southern Africa.)
Agrekon Update: Click here to access the latest articles
Ebenezer Donkor & Jiri Hejkrlik (2021). Does commitment to cooperatives affect the economic benefits of
smallholder farmers? Evidence from rice cooperatives in the Western province of Zambia
Wellington Jogo, Temesgen Bocher & Frederick Grant (2021). Factors influencing farmers’ dis-adoption and retention
decisions for biofortified crops: the case of orange-fleshed sweetpotato in Mozambique
Marc Wegerif (2021) The impact of Covid-19 on black farmers in South Africa.
Tracy Davids, Nick Vink & Kandas Cloete (2021). Covid-19 and the South African wine industry.
Zimbini Mdlulwa, Mampe Masemola, Baratang A. Lubisi & Petronella Chaminuka (2021). The financial burden of African
Horse Sickness: a case of the European Union trade ban on South Africa’s horse industry.
Mawazo Mwita Magesa & Noah Nasson Mkasanga (2021). Smallholder farmers’ willingness to pay for access to
agricultural market information in Tanzania.
Josiah M. Ateka, Perez Ayieko Onono-Okelo & Martin Etyang (2021). Selling at the farmgate? Role of liquidity
constraints and implications for agricultural productivity.
Wencong Lu, Kwabena Nyarko Addai & John N. Ng’ombe (2021). Does the use of multiple agricultural technologies
affect household welfare? Evidence from Northern Ghana.
Sofía Jiménez, Alfredo J. Mainar-Causapé & Emanuele Ferrari (2021). Analysis of the Kenyan economy: an inputoutput approach.
Romanus Osabohien, Oluwatoyin Matthew & Hajra Maqsood (2021). Social protection policy and agricultural labour
outcome in West Africa.
B. T. Assefa, P. Reidsma, J. Chamberlin & M. K. van Ittersum (2021). Farm- and community-level factors underlying
the profitability of fertiliser usage for Ethiopian smallholder farmers.
For more information visit the Agrekon website or contact Prof. Johann Kirsten

AEASA 2022 CONFERENCE
Venue:Strand Hotel in Swakopmund, Namibia.
Click here to watch the promotional video
More details to follow

Visit our YouTube page for videos
AEASA_LEVSA

AEASA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
2021/22-2022/23

President: Dr. Melissa van der Merwe
AEASA Member since 2009
Lecturer- Stellenbosch University

What do you like about your job?
What I like most about my job is working with people. I am passionate
about student education and empowering the youth of today. My position
at Stellenbosch University allows me to do exactly that. My favourite part
of a working day is listening to students’ ideas and seeing them light up
when they talk about their research ideas or career opportunities in the
agricultural sector. I also like attending conferences, engaging with
industry, and finding ways to collaborate to solve the current and future
challenges in agriculture. As the newly elected president of AEASA, my
goal is to get our students and young professionals working in the industry
on board to solve many of the challenges we face in South Africa through
collaborations whilst driving the association forward.
If you did not work, what would you do with your time?
I would probably be a professional conference and events participant. Just
kidding! Although I like engaging with people in our industry, I would
probably establish an Agri youth foundation if I did not work. This
foundation would be focused on getting youngsters excited about the
agricultural sector and support their education and careers to grow our
sector. Without supporting, educating, and mentoring the next generation
of agri-leaders, we would not be able to feed our growing population.
Past President: Dr. Mmatlou Kalaba
AEASA Member since 2001
Senior Analyst - BFAP
What do you like about your job?
Flexibility, as well as the depth of discussions and engagement with key
stakeholders in the sector and economy.
If you did not work, what would you do with your time
I would pass on agricultural knowledge and information to others, particularly
the youth
Vice President: Dr. Sifiso Ntombela
AEASA Member since 2007
Chief Economist- NAMC
What do you like about your job?
Engaging with diverse agricultural stakeholders on agricultural policy
formulation and planning.
If you did not work, what would you do with your time
I would be a goat farmer.

Secretary/Treasurer: Dr. Colleta Gandidzanwa
AEASA Member since 2013
Post-Doctoral Fellow- FSNet-Africa
What do you like about your job?
My current job involves lots of collaboration and working in
multidisciplinary teams. There is always another perspective and this
excites me a lot.
If you did not work, what would you do with your time?
I would spend it with my children, probably home school them and be
more involved in their learning and growth.

Agrekon Editor: Prof Johann Kirsten
AEASA Member since 1984
Director- Bureau for Economic Research
What do you like about your job?
Being able to practice agricultural economics in the realm of macro-economics
If you did not work, what would you do with your time?
I would be a Karoo farmer!
Newsletter Editor: Ms. Masego Moobi
AEASA Member since 2013
Senior Agricultural Economist- Western Cape Department of Agriculture
What do you like about your job?
I like that I get to apply agricultural economics principles, particularly agricultural
trade policy, data and procedures to service the agricultural community of the
Western Cape province.
If you did not work, what would you do with your time?
I would write Setswana novels and teach mathematics to high school learners.
Additional Member: Dr. Ndumiso Mazibuko
AEASA Member since 2012
Senior Agricultural Economist -NAMC
What do you like about your job?
What I like about my current job, is the execution of the statutory levy system that
has assisted the South African commercial agricultural sector to generate funding
for research, export markets, market access and production development since
deregulation of the sector in 1997. This also includes spending a lot of time
working with industries on issues related to transformation of the agricultural
sector.
If you did not work, what would you do with your time?
I would spend my time, farming with livestock in my home town.

Additional Member: 2021 Conference Chair
Mr. Tshilidzi Mathobo
AEASA Member since 2007
Sector Specialist: Agro-processing and Manufacturing at Musina Makhado
Special Economic Zone

Additional Member: 2022 Conference Chair Dr. Thinah Moyo
AEASA Member since 2007
Snr Lecturer: Namibia University of Science and Technology
What do you like about your job?
I like the opportunity of impacting other people's lives. It brings so much joy to me
to see a former student contributing to the greater economy.
If you did not work, what would you do with your time?
I would knit beanies and scarves for donating to the needy.

WISHING YOU ALL THE BEST IN THIS
COMING HOLIDAY SEASON

AEASA's Honorary Members
+Prof. F R Tomlinson

Prof. M F Viljoen

+Mr. S J J de Swardt

Prof. J M Laubscher

+Dr. C van der Merwe

Prof. C J van Rooyen

+Prof H I Behrmann

Mr. J S G Joubert

+Prof TI Fényes

Prof. G C G Fraser

+Mr. H S Hattingh

Prof. C L Machethe

+Mr. S P van Wyk

Prof. L K Oosthuizen

+Mr. J R Hudson

Prof. G F Ortmann

Prof. J A Groenewald

Mr. B J van Wyk

Prof. W E Kassier

Dr. G R Backeberg

Prof. W L Nieuwoudt

Prof. G Antrobus

Mr. J van Niekerk

Prof. Johan van Zyl

Prof. N Vink

Mr. Gerhard Scholtemeijier

Prof. C S Blignaut

Prof J F Kirsten
+Deceased
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2022 Conference Chair
Dr. Thinah Moyo
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AEASA
The Agricultural Economics Association of South Africa
"Promoting training, research and interest in agricultural
economics"
The Agricultural Economics Association of South Africa (AEASA) is the
professional organisation of Agricultural Economists in South Africa. It
was established in 1961 and held its first annual conference in 1962.
AEASA has positioned itself strategically for the 21st century to enable
it to be relevant for all agricultural economists, thereby assisting them
to serve their communities. The shared vision is that AEASA's products
and services should support all agricultural economists active in the
industry irrespective of race, language, gender, career choice and
educational level.

www.aeasa.org.za

