




Association website: www.aeasa.org.za

Enquiries:
If you have any queries, please contact Marianne Oosthuizen Conference Services at the Conference
Registration Desk outside the Dinaledi Hall, or contact the team on 051 4368145. 

Language:
The language of the Conference is English. We regret that translations services will not be provided. 

Wi-Fi:
For access to the public Wi-Fi please contact the registration desk.

Conference Registration Desk:
The Conference Registration Desk will be open during the following hours: 
Tuesday, 8 October 2019 - 08:00 to 16:30 
Wednesday, 9 October 2019 - 07:30 to 17:00
Thursday, 10 October 2019 - 07:00 to 16:00

Name Tags:
You are requested to wear your name tags at all times for the purposes of identification to gain access
to the conference sessions, lunches and social functions. 

Speakers’ Presentations:
Please load your presentation(s) as soon as possible OR at least three hours before your presentation.
Starsound technicians will be present in all the lecture rooms to assist you with this.

Dress Code:
Conference dress code is smart-casual, although delegates and their partners are expected to wear smart
attire (business or traditional) to the Gala Dinner. 

Annual General Meeting of AEASA
Date: Wednesday 9 October 2019 
Time: 15:20 to 18:30 
Venue: Dinaledi Hall, Ilanga Estate

Social Function:
Date: Tuesday 8 October 2019 
Time: 18:00 to 21:00 
Dress: Smart-casual 
Venue: Lettie Fouché School Lapa 
Address: Bloemendal St, Bloemfontein

Gala Dinner:
Wednesday 9 October 2019 
Time: 19:00 to 23:00
Dress: Smart attire 
Venue: Centenary Hall, UFS 
GPS:  29.1084° S, 26.1804° E
205 Nelson Mandela Dr, Park West, Bloemfontein
Remember your UFS access and parking disk. Additional disks are available from the registration office.

General Information
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Dear Delegates

On behalf of the Management Committee of the Agricultural
Economics Association of South Africa (AEASA) and the Local
Organising Committee (LOC) for the 2019 AEASA Conference, it is
my pleasure to welcome you in the Free State for the 57th Annual
Conference of AEASA in Bloemfontein. 

The theme of the Conference is “Growing a Sustainable and Resilient
Agriculture”. A special word of welcome to Professor Chris Barrett
from Cornell University who will commemorate Simon Brand during
the Simon Brand Memorial Lecture with his talk on “Inclusive,
Sustainable and Resilient Food Systems Transformation in Africa”.

The conference starts with invited industry orientated panel
discussion sessions on Tuesday. The purpose of the day is to bring

Agricultural Industry role players together with academia and government to facilitate mutual understanding of the
unique problems that agriculture face to enhance the growth of a sustainable and resilient agricultural sector. The
official opening of the 57th Annual Conference of AEASA is on Wednesday which is characterised by the Welcoming
address by the MEC of Agriculture in the Free State, Presidential address by Prof Ferdi Meyer and the Simon Brand
Memorial Address by Prof Chris Barrett. The programme also includes three thematic workshops, upgraded papers
sessions and several parallel sessions of contributed papers.

The LOC would like to thank all speakers at the conference as well as the reviewers. Without your contributions the
conference will not be a success. A word of immense gratitude also goes to all the sponsors for their generous support,
which allows us to keep the conference affordable, yet memorable.

We trust that you will find the academic programme informative and that you will enjoy the social events as you
strengthen networks and friendships. Enjoy the conference!

Bennie Grové

Growing a Sustainable and Resilient Agriculture

     Portfolio                                                    Name                                         Affiliation

     Chairperson                                              Bennie Grové                             University of the Free State

     Vice Chairperson                                      Nicky Matthews                        University of the Free State

     Treasurer                                                   Ina Combrinck                           University of the Free State

     Programme-Academic                             Yonas Batha                              University of the Free State

     Programme-Industry day                         Frikkie Maré                              University of the Free State

     Social Events                                             Primrose Madende                    University of the Free State

     Sponsorship - Government                      Thabitha Mokone                     Free State Department of Agriculture 

     Sponsorship - Government                      Frans Philade                             Free State Department of Agriculture 

     Additional member                                  Carel Fourie                               Free State Department of Agriculture 

     Awards                                                      Lulama Traub                            University of Stellenbosch

     Conference Organiser                              Marianne Oosthuizen               Marianne Oosthuizen Congress Services

Organising Committee: AEASA 2019
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MEC Bulwane has long being in the political space, as he started in student’s politics, driven by his passion to fight for freedom

and persuaded by appalling living conditions of people in his birth township and across. His early political activism saw him

participating in many community protests, leading him to become an Apartheid security branch target, which then resulted him

to run away from his family at an early age.

During the Convention for a Democratic South Africa (CODESA) that was preparing for the first democratic elections tenure,

Bulwane was one of the activists deployed into election structures to mobilise for the ANC victory. Following the experience acquired

during the first historic democratic National Elections, Bulwane was again part of the team tasked to assist in the first Local

Government Election in 1995. He then graduated into ANC structures, served as the ANC Regional leader and later appointed as

a Regional Organiser in Northern Free State now known as Fezile Dabi Region.

Bulwane joined Metsimaholo Local Municipality as Political Adviser to the Speaker, and later became the Speaker at the same

Municipality. In 2013, he was elected into the ANC Provincial Executive Committee as a Provincial Secretary and became the

Ex-Officio to the National Executive Committee. Currently the Deputy Chairperson of the ANC in the Free State Province, Bulwane

was assigned to the Free State Provincial Legislature, where he only served for four days and resigned, following the request of

Provincial Task Team (PTT) to take the Province to the Provincial Conference and Head the Election Structure for the 8th May

2019 Elections.

Today, Honourable Kwekwe William Bulwane is the Member of the Executive Council (MEC), responsible for the Free State

Department of Agriculture and Rural Development.





Industry Panel Discussion
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AEASA Social Function with Kovsie Brew



Industry Panel Discussion
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Nic Knoetze
Nic Knoetze is the CEO of the South African Association for Water User Associations
(SAAFWUA). He is a qualified civil engineering technician who served in the
Department of Water Affairs and Forestry for 32 years; and CEO for 11 years. During
this time, he was responsible for managing water use in the Oranje-Riet area. 

The main purpose of the SAAFWUA is to represent member water user associations
and irrigation boards (WUA and IBs) in negotiations with, among others, the
Department of Water Affairs and any other authority concerned with the regulation
and control of WUAs and IBs. SAAFWUA is responsible for making representation to
the necessary authorities on behalf of its members on relevant issues relating to water
users.

At a national level, Nic represents the Northern Cape on compiling and developing
the Water Regulatory Framework for South Africa.

Corné Kruger
Corné Kruger is a qualified chartered accountant who completed his articles at
PWC before entering the agricultural sector. He continued with his professional
development through leading institutions such as GIBS, Harvard Business School
(USA), IBFD (Netherlands) and VIS (Italy).

Today, Corné is the CEO of a prominent agri-services company and has extensive
experience as a director and committee member of a number of companies. His
experience includes proficiency in mergers and acquisitions, financial management,
business model design and structuring, derivatives, credit and IT.

Koos Janse van Rensburg
Koos Janse van Rensburg is the managing director of VKB Group. He began his
profession in Bloemfontein where he obtained a B Compt (Accounting) degree from
the University of the Free State. He then sat for his B Compt (Hons), CASA and MBL.

Between 1984 and 1986, Koos worked as a trainee accountant clerk and in 1987 was
promoted to audit manager. This was followed by his appointment as an audit partner,
a position he held for 10 years. In 1998 he turned his attention to the agricultural
sector, and VKB has evolved into one of the leading businesses in that sector. 



Petro Naudé
Petro Naudé is the project manager of the Sernick Emerging Farmers Programme. She
holds a BA degree, and an HDE diploma from the University of Pretoria as well as a
B Ed degree from the North West University.

She boasts and impressive 33 years of practical experience in a host of disciplines.
They include project management, land use and infrastructure planning, local
government affairs and economic development, organisational re-engineering and
strategy formulation (local and regional), corporate governance, environmental
management, education, mining and agriculture. Petro has been extensively involved
in working with local communities since 1992 and has worked in South Africa, Guinea
(Conakry), Morocco, Liberia, Namibia, Botswana and Mozambique.

The Sernick Emerging Farmers Programme - which is in its second year of operation
and which works with emerging farmers from across the Free State - is supported by
the Jobs Fund through the National Treasury. Its aim is to guide 660 emerging farmers
from being subsistence farmers through becoming commercial farmers. Fifty of these
cattle farmers must reach commercial status by 2020.

Louis de Kok
Louis de Kok obtained his B Engineering degree (Cum Laude) at the University of
Pretoria in 1979, and was appointed as a lecturer in the Engineering Faculty in the
same year - at the age of 21. In his 39-year career he developed and patented various
electronic optical fruit graders that are regarded as state-of-the-art in this industry.

In 1987, Louis bought a bankrupt farm - Wildeklawer - and developed it into one of
the largest and most technologically-advanced Agri-enterprises visited by both local
and international farmers for inspiration. The current crops - totalling 4 000ha/year -
grown under irrigation on his farm include onions, potatoes, beetroot, carrots, maize
and wheat. Louis can boast awards including Potato Farmer of the Year and National
Farmer of the Year and is a University of Pretoria Laureate Award winner for
outstanding post-graduate achievements. 

Wandile Sihlobo
Wandile Sihlobo is chief economist of the Agricultural Business Chamber of South
Africa (Agbiz). He is a member of President Ramaphosa’s advisory panel on Land
Reform and Agriculture.

Sihlobo is also a member of the Council of Statistics of South Africa (Stats SA). He is
a part-time Commissioner at the International Trade Commission of South Africa
(ITAC). Sihlobo is a columnist for Business Day, Daily Maverick and Farmers Weekly
magazine. He is a member of the South African Agricultural Economics Association,
and also an author of the blog, Agricultural Economics Today.

He has previously served as an economist at Grain South Africa (Grain SA). Sihlobo
holds a Master of Science degree in Agricultural Economics from Stellenbosch
University. In 2018, Agricultural Writers SA named Sihlobo an Agriculturalist of the
Year. In 2019, Sihlobo was on the Mail & Guardian Top 200 Young South Africans.

Industry Panel Discussion
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Simon Brand Memorial Address

Dr Simon Streicher Brand (BScAgric, MA and DScAgric) was a prominent academic in the fields of
Agricultural Economics, Economics and Business Leadership in South Africa. He also held several
important positions in the government service, including that of economic advisor to the Prime Minister

and later that of chairman of the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister. In 1983 he was appointed
chief executive and chair of the Board of the Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA). He was also an
Honorary Member of AEASA.

Dr Brand had been instrumental, through a sponsorship by DBSA, in affording the Association the opportunity
to invite an overseas speaker to a number of conferences during the 1980s. These included well known
Agricultural Economists such as Prof Glen L Johnson, Prof Luther Tweeten and Prof E Pasour. Shortly after his
death, the Management Committee of AEASA decided that the principal address to the Annual Conference
would be named after him in recognition of the major contribution that he had made to the discipline and to
the Association. 

We are delighted that Prof Chris B Barrett accepted our invitation to present the 2019 Simon Brand Memorial
Address at this conference.

Professor Chris Barrett is an agricultural and development
economist, the Stephen B and Janice G Ashley Professor
of Applied Economics and Management and an

international Professor of Agriculture at the Charles H Dyson
School of Applied Economics and Management. He is also a
Professor in the Department of Economics and a Fellow of the
David R Atkinson Center for Sustainable Development at
Cornell University. Prof Barrett serves as co-editor-in-chief of
Food Policy, edits the Palgrave Macmillan book series
Agricultural Economics and Food Policy and was the editor of
the American Journal of Agricultural Economics.

He has served in a number of leadership roles, including Deputy
Dean and Dean of Academic Affairs at the SC Johnson College
of Business at Cornell; president of the Association of Christian
Economists; David J Nolan director of Cornel’s Dyson School;
and as Chair of the International Section of the Agricultural
and Applied Economics Association. He has won numerous
university, national and international awards for teaching,
research and public outreach. He is an elected Fellow of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science; the
Agricultural and Applied Economics Association; and the
African Association of Agricultural Economics.
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Workshops

Trade implications of contemporary challenges facing
South African agriculture

Dr. Sifiso Ntombela (National Agricultural Marketing Council)

The agricultural sector is battling with a number of contemporary challenges which affect trade. These
challenges include trans-boundary disease outbreaks, political instability and regulatory barriers. These
inherently raise transaction costs and limit the movement of agricultural goods and services across South
Africa's borders. This workshop aims at enhancing sharing of knowledge among policymakers, academia and
the private sector on requisite policies and measures needed to prevent and control these contemporary
challenges. A clear understanding and implementation of the measures will foster the development and
strengthening of agricultural value chains as well as boost trade performance.

A systematic and evidence based approach to evaluating land
reform in South Africa: Case study of the Proactive Land

Acquisition Strategy (PLAS) programme

Dr Aart-Jan Verschoor (Agricultural Research Council)

This workshop will present a methodology developed by agricultural economists, scientists and relevant
stakeholders using an iterative, participatory process. The result is a robust, applicable approach to systematic
monitoring and evaluation of land reform. Qualitative and quantitative data is analysed by a trans-disciplinary
expert team, using stepwise analysis of each farm, to determine potential and performance, integrating
sustainability, productivity and marketing.

Each farm is categorised according to potential and recommendations are provided. The results from 1989
PLAS farms will be shared, but the aim is to obtain inputs from AEASA members, to enhance the value of the
suggested evaluation process, for the newly formed Department of Agriculture Land Reform and Rural
Development. 

E-commerce as an accelerator for inclusive
agribusiness entrepreneurship

Dr Melissa van der Merwe (University of Pretoria)

E-commerce is revolutionizing the global agribusiness system with disruptive technologies, business intelligence
and integrated solutions to create a sustainable food system, in an environment with a growing global
population and increasing food security challenges. The question, however, remains whether the adoption of
e-commerce in the Southern African agribusiness space can be seen as a potential avenue to achieve selected
sustainable development goals. The purpose of the workshop is to deliberate the accelerating role that
e-commerce can play to create inclusive agribusiness growth in Southern Africa. The overarching objective is
to conceptualise a research agenda to achieve this.
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This Conference owes a great debt of gratitude to our sponsors. The Conference organisers
particularly would like to thank the following organisations for their generous contributions.

Please support our sponsoring organisations - they support us!




