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During uncertain times like this, planned AEASA activities need to continue amidst the global corona

virus pandemic. We all need to adjust to this new normal and the newly elected MANCOM has been

busy with their duties. To that effect the MANCOM has been busy wrapping up the 57th AEASA

conference that was held in Bloemfontein in October 2019. MANCOM is working with the organising

committee of that conference to finalise few outstanding matters. The organising committee has

done a great job under the leadership of Dr Bennie Grove, and continue to do so as we transition

into the work of the organising committee of the next conference.

 

The 58th annual AEASA conference is scheduled to take place in Phalaborwa, in Limpopo, on 28th-

30th of September. The theme of the conference is, ‘repositioning agriculture as a key strategic

sector in South Africa’s economy: moving from plans to action’. This is an appropriate theme

describing the challenges that we are facing and the need to move beyond plans. Mr Tshilidzi

Mathobo is the chairperson of the organising committee and is assisted by the most energetic and

capable individuals in the province. Information regarding the conference including call for papers

was widely distributed to AEASA members through our website and various social media channels.

We encourage members to respond to the call for papers as the 58th AEASA conference remains

on the calendar and organising committee is hard at work with the arrangements for this event.

However, should circumstances change in future, we will communicate and update members.

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

-Dr Mmatlou Kalaba 

This newsletter is published during one of

the most difficult times in our lives, following

the outbreak of corona virus or covid-19

pandemic. There are currently more than 

3 000 cases confirmed cases in South Africa,

and more than 2.3 million globally. The entire

country has been under lockdown for more

than three weeks, following the declaration of

national state of disaster by President

Ramaphosa in March 2020. Although one

may say the timing is unfortunate, it comes

when AEASA is announcing that we have

moved from a single newsletter per annum,

to a quarterly newsletter. This is the first of

four in the year 2020. Given that this year will

certainly be more eventful than previous

ones, we look forward to communicating with

you regularly and hopefully inspire

confidence in these uncertain times.
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One AEASA event that was affected by the changes as a result of the virus is the 2020 Tomlinson

Commemorative Lecture. The lecture was scheduled to be presented by Mr Duncan Stuart in the

province of KwaZulu Natal, in May of 2020. Under the current circumstances, this will not be

possible but the lecture will be presented at a future date, when we know better about Covid-19 than

we do now.

  

What we know at the moment about Covid-19 is that it is a devastation that goes beyond financial,

economic and even health crisis. It is the largest human crisis of our generation. Therefore, as

professionals in the agricultural and economic sectors we need to support those who will be

adversely affected. We know that some are going to lose employment and income as well as that

some of the businesses may cease to operate. The proportion of the impact, or how long will it last

is still unknown. However, we know that this will affect the poor more than the rich, and that it will

disrupt small businesses more than big ones. So, let us use our capacities and influences, as

individual and collectively to keep millions afloat, keep small businesses running and assist those

who are in the lower stratum of the society. 

 

Finally, I sincerely hope you and your families are safe and taking every safety measure during this

critical moment. The responsibility to minimize the impact of the crisis on our country, and indeed

the world is with each one of us. The way to do that is by behaving as if you are infected. Earlier

studies from China showed that 80% of those who tested positive were infected by someone who

did not know that they were sick. We can do more good by following the lockdown regulations,

practice social distancing if we have to go out and practice good hygiene. 

 

Sincerest regards and best wishes,

 

Dr. Mmatlou Kalaba

AEASA President
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AEASA CONFERENCE
 



Innovative partnerships to boost agricultural production and promote agrarian transformation

The 4th Industrial Revolution and agricultural innovations driving

SA’s agriculture Agro-processing, inclusive value chains and employment growth  

Sustainable land reform policy and implementation

Creating an enabling environment for investment in agriculture

Climate Smart agriculture and environmental conservation for sustainable growth and

development.

South Africa’s current economic trajectory is characterised by stagnant economic growth, rising

unemployment and sustained inequality. Agriculture has been identified as a key industry that can

grow and transform the economy to address these multiple challenges. In addition to the traditional

roles of ensuring food security and enhancing rural livelihood, the agricultural sector in South Africa

has to expand its focus to support labour intensive growth, and transformation of the rural and urban

economies. New and innovative ways of repositioning agriculture in the economy are required. The

conference theme challenges Agricultural Economists to explore ways to address key sector growth

constraints, and opportunities for repositioning the sector to ensure sustained impact on the broader

economy.

 

The conference is structured to appeal to diverse stakeholders, beyond academia to agricultural

economists in the public and private sectors, farm managers and agribusiness practitioners. Key

industry and public sector partners will share experiences, debate and explore ways for

repositioning agriculture in the new decade. The Conference programme will contain a thought-

provoking mix of invited papers, contributed papers, and posters. Some of the contemporary topics

that will be discussed during sessions of the Conference include:

        

 

 

·      
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Papers must be written in English and must not exceed 7000 words (excluding the cover page

and abstract).

 Each paper must include a cover page with the name(s) of the author(s), their affiliation(s).

 Each paper must include an abstract of not more than 250 words.

Poster papers must be written in English and must not exceed 2500 words (excluding the cover

page and abstract).

Each poster paper must include a cover page with the name(s) of the author(s), and their

affiliation(s). 

Each poster paper must include an abstract of not more than 250 words.

Deadline for submission of contributed and poster papers: 12 June 2020
Review process completion: 15 July 2020
Notice of acceptance/ rejection of submission: 10 August 2020
Normal Registration dates: Before or on 31st August
Late registration:After 31st August 2020

This year, the Local Organising Committee invites paper submissions under two categories. Papers

and poster papers should be submitted electronically as Microsoft Word documents to the following

email address: aeasa2020@gmail.com and copied to aeasa2020@ul.ac.za

References, Tables and Figures must comply with Agrekon requirements obtainable from the

AEASA website and published Agrekon journals.

 

Category 1: Contributed papers
 

 

Category 2: Contributed poster papers
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES:

      

-LOC Organising committee

 

 

Call for papers 
 

For more details visit

 www.aeasa.org.za
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AEASA 2019
CONFERENCE 

AWARDS 
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Best Student Essay Award
“Can Ricardian modelling be incorporated into
Stochastic Frontier Analysis to measure the
effects of climate change on farm productivity?
The case of the Karoo” Benjamin Rideout, UCT

“Evaluating the associated protein cost of

different maize grades utilized in animal

feed” Cheri-Lynn Steyn, University of the
Free State.

1st Prize 2nd Prize

1st Prize

SJJ de Swardt Prize for the best paper in Agrekon

Best Master’s Thesis

Best Publication in a Professional Journal other than Agrekon
during the period 12 months prior to the conference

2nd Prize
“Sensory assessments and consumers’ willingness
to pay for Karoo lamb versus Karoo mutton using
an experimental auction approach”.
Carina Troost, University of Stellenbosch.
[Supervisor: Prof. J.F. Kirsten]

“The Economic Returns from Investment in
Beef Cattle Improvement Research in South
Africa: 1970-2014”. Takalani Tertia
Nevondo, University of Pretoria.
[Supervisor: Dr. F. Liebenberg].

1st Prize 2nd Prize

“The effects of urbanization and globalization
on CO2 emissions: evidence from the Sub-
Saharan Africa (SSA) countries”. 
Mohammad Salahuddin, Md. Idris Ali, Nick
Vink, & Jeff Gow. 
[Environmental Science and Pollution Research
(2019) 26:2699-2709]

“Measuring the Fragility of Agribusiness
Value Chains: a case study of the South
African lamb chain” 
Daniel Jordaan & Johann F. Kirsten
[International Food and Agribusiness
Management Review (2019) Vol. 22, Issue 1]

1st Prize 2nd Prize
“Forms of agricultural support and the ‘culture’ of

dependency and entitlement”. Michael Aliber.
Agrekon Vol 58(2) June 2019.
     
“Measuring Maize in South Africa: The shifting

structure of Production During the Twentieth

Century: 1904-2015”. Jan Greyling
and Phillip Pardey.Agrekon Vol 58 (1)

March 2019.

“We’re ready, the system’s not – youth

perspectives on agricultural careers in South

Africa.” Luke Mettlerkamp, Scott Drimie
and Reinette Biggs. Agrekon Vol 58 (2)

June 2019.
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Best Poster Paper submitted
to the Contributed Poster Session

“Multidimensional poverty and its correlates
among rural households in Limpopo Province,
South Africa”. Mayowa T. Braids & IB Oluwatyo

“The evaluation of Departmental Village

Livestock Auction sales projects in North

West Province”. Keketso Sesing

1st Prize 2nd Prize

1st Prize

Best Contributed Paper submitted 
to the Contributed Paper Session

2nd Prize

“Consumer Perceptions of sugar derived from
genetically modified (GM) sugarcane in South
Africa”. Vermeulen, Gouse, Delport, Louw & Miller

“The impact of risk on bilateral trade in the
Southern African Customs Union (SACU)”. 
 Mlipha & Kalaba.

3rd Prize

“Factors influencing the resilience of smallholder livestock
farmers to agricultural drought in South Africa: Implication
for adaptive capabilities”. Maltou & Bahta
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Member's Space
A G R I C U L T U R A L  E C O N O M I C S  A R T I C L E S  F R O M  O U R  M E M B E R S



 

The crisis has placed the importance of saving of human lives at the centre of high decision making

in the country. Farmers and farm workers who produce food have received essential recognition

status similar to that of health practitioners, indicating a renewed interest in the sustainability and

inclusivity of food production, processing and distribution in the country.

 

Agriculture at tipping point prior to COVID crisis
It is  worth noting that South Africa’s agricultural sector was already constrained prior to the outbreak

of the virus due to a series of droughts, low inclusivity caused by high barriers to entry, biosecurity

issues, rising input costs induced by the weakening local currency, and deteriorating market,

processing and research infrastructure, amongst other aspects. Due to these factors, the long-term

(last thirteen years) growth rate in agriculture averaged 1.7% per annum compared to 2.3% in the

overall economy. The medium term (last five years) growth rate in agriculture averaged -1.3% per

annum which is lower than the 0.8% per annum achieved by the overall economy. This suggest that

agriculture was somewhat at the tipping point even before the COVID 19 crisis happened. The level

of imports for poultry, sugar and other products were increasing constraining the ability of local

producers to expand and supply local demand.

 

 

For every South African, surviving the coronavirus is

only agenda item in the short run. The COVID 19

virus is affecting each and every part of our society

from health, education, social and economy

systems, thus threatening all livelihoods. Within the

agricultural fraternity, there is a growing uncertainty

about how the structure of the sector will look like

once the COVID 19 crisis has passed and whether

distribution of food will remain normal. South Africa

is a net exporter of agricultural products; however,

about 14.8 million people go to bed hungry on daily

basis, which weakens their immune system to cope

with coronavirus.

 

Dr. Sifiso Ntombela 
Chief Economist: Trade and Economic Modelling at the NAMC
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COVID impact on agriculture
The South African agricultural and food sector is unlikely to be as hard hit by COVID-19 shutdown

as compared to other sectors of the economy. This is mainly because the food industry is allowed to

continue with operations with the exception of wool, mohair and cotton. Wine exports were initially

banned but persuasive engagements led to an uplifting of wine export ban on 14 April. In the short

term, it safe to say the domestic food supply is secure, at least, for the next 12 months. However,

essential imported products such as wheat, rice, palm oil and poultry have relatively large global

stock availability, they may be affected when the global shutdown continues for long. The global

lockdown could impact logistics and results to key trading partners instituting export ban on the

aforementioned products. South Africa is 100% dependent on imported rice and palm oil; 50%

dependent on imported wheat, and to a lesser extent on poultry and oilcakes.

 

Thinking through the crisis to re-imagine a new equilibrium
To re-imagine a new agricultural equilibrium, one needs to understand how agricultural labour

market, trade flows, technology and innovation will be impacted post the COVID crisis. The South

African lockdown has effectively choked off the mobility of informal labour force leading to

widespread loses of jobs and incomes for the poor. Fruit industry, highest job creator within

agriculture, relies on availability of seasonal workers for harvesting, pruning and canopy

management of orchards and vineyards. Conditional on how quickly health authorities find the

vaccine to coronavirus, the availability of labour could be a challenge in the coming months. The

long-term impact would be a shift towards technology adoption, where farmers replace humans with

machines on farms. About 10 to 15 years ago, it was inconceivable to replace humans with

machines to pick fruits because of sensitivity of fruits and their susceptibility to mechanical

damages. Humans were the only option to ensure fruits’ compliance to minimal handling and

damages standards in order preserve appearance for consumers. However, technology evolution

and artificial intelligence has made it possible to create machines that are able to learn on their own

how to pick, grade and pack fruits, the delicate activities that were traditional reserved for humans.

The players in the sector has become accustomed to free-trade and relatively protected information

over the past two decades. The witnessed prioritization of saving human lives over profits will inspire

the rationale of fair trade over free trade conducts. Regulations will increasingly force traders to first

satisfy the domestic demand before generating foreign earnings through exports. Moreover, the

consumers post COVID 19 lockdown will minimize their travelling and physical interaction, which

could impact the traditional purchasing of food. Virtual markets and factory to household distribution

of food could significantly increase in the medium term. Lastly, the availability of funding could

favour farmers and agribusinesses that produce food items deemed critical for food security in the

country. This include grain, oilseeds, vegetables and animal products that form part of the typical

food nutritional basket.

 

Reforms required to achieve new equilibrium
In the short-term reform needed are those that save farmers, agribusiness, and jobs thus sustaining

the access, availability and affordability of food to all South Africans. In the medium to long term, is

to forge inclusive partnerships to develop underutilized land for production growth, revitalize

irrigation schemes, assist farmers with affordable capital and invest on research and technology

development. After taking all relevant facts into account, the writers of the 1995 White Paper on

Agriculture envisioned a sector that is highly efficient, economically viable, and market-directed,

characterized by a wide range of farm sizes and types. To date, most reforms proposed by the

White Paper have not been implemented and they remain critical to achieve a new equilibrium in the

agricultural sector post COVID 19 crisis.

 

 

 

 

 



As far as I can remember from my days as an undergraduate at the University of KwaZulu-Natal

(UKZN), all I thought about was finding a good job at the department of agriculture after graduation. I

wanted to help improve the livelihood of the rural women as a practitioner. However, my

experiences have led me to want more, I want to be both a practitioner and a researcher. Here are

some of the top 2 experiences that have led me to think this.

 

“Academics live in their own heads and have no idea of what’s happening on the ground”. A

common phrase I heard from my peers as an undergrad. When I did my internship in the department

of agriculture, I was not surprised when I found that there were quite a number of practitioners that

also held the same belief. At the same time, I found it interesting that the very same practitioners

that boast about having knowledge on what happens on the ground never create or publish their

knowledge.This gap is what sparked my interest to want close this gap by equipping myself with

strong research skills so that when I acquire knowledge from practice, I would have the capacity to

share that knowledge with the world.

 

This journey led me to do a masters by research at UKZN and got myself a pass with distinction in

2017. In 2018, my masters thesis won second prize in AEASA conference and in the same year one

of my two papers got published in the African Journal of Agricultural and Resource Economics. This

just gave me a boost that as a young person that grew up in the township, I am capable. However, I

still had doubts about myself in terms of how I would fare in the international arena as I had never

been outside of KZN. Luckily for me, in 2018 I got a scholarship to study an MSc in Cooperatives,

Agri-food and Sustainable Development (1 year) at the Cork University Business School in Ireland.

This was a perfect course for me because it had a 5 month placement component to it, which

allowed me to work for the German Development Cooperation (GIZ). This was in line with my goal to

balance research and practice. I also got a chance to do research in Ghana and visited Rwanda. In

2019, my practice-based research linking women empowerment and mechanization

(“womechanization”) was presented in a conference organized by Development Studies Association

Ireland (DSAI) on the theme, “Gendering Development: Research to Policy and Practice”. The

conference was attended by many international development organization practitioners from

Concern Worldwide, GOAL, Christian Aid, Plan International, Trocaire and Irish Aid etc.

 

 

CLOSING THE GAP
BETWEEN ACADEMICS AND

PRACTITIONERS: 
A PERSONAL REFLECTION

-Lungelo Cele 

Teagasc Walsch Research Fellow, Ireland
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As Steve Jobs said, “you can’t connect the

dots looking forward, you can only connect

them looking backwards”. Based on my

experience, researchers/academics have the

responsibility to get out of their comfort zones

and have practical element to their research

that is not always directed to government. It

seems to me that research in collaboration

with local organizations is the way to go in

order to close the gap that currently exists

between researchers and practitioners.

 

Nothing common about Wandile Sihlobo’s
book Finding Common Ground

Finding common ground is Wandile’s innovative
effort to ensure that land, equity and agriculture
become part of everyday discussions. 
 
The book is a collection of articles that he wrote for
Business Day column. These paint the climate and
tone on current discussions around land reform,
tapped and potential contribution of the sector to
economic growth.

Agrekon Volume 59, Issue1 is out and covers various

articles in the areas of food security, agricultural risks,

dynamics of the coffee market and agricultural co-

operatives. 

 

Agrekon is a peer reviewed official journal of
AEASA.

It is published quarterly to promote research and

discussion on agricultural economics issues. Visit

www.aeasa.org.za for more information on submission

guidelines.
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T h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E c o n o m i c s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  ( A E A S A )  i s  t h e

p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E c o n o m i s t s  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  I t

w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 6 1  a n d  h e l d  i t s  f i r s t  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  1 9 6 2 .

A E A S A  h a s  p o s i t i o n e d  i t s e l f  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y  t o  e n a b l e

i t  t o  b e  r e l e v a n t  f o r  a l l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e c o n o m i s t s ,  t h e r e b y  a s s i s t i n g  t h e m

t o  s e r v e  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e  s h a r e d  v i s i o n  i s  t h a t  A E A S A ' s  p r o d u c t s

a n d  s e r v i c e s  s h o u l d  s u p p o r t  a l l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e c o n o m i s t s  a c t i v e  i n  t h e

i n d u s t r y  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  r a c e ,  l a n g u a g e ,  g e n d e r ,  c a r e e r  c h o i c e  a n d

e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l .

AEASA 
The Agricultural Economics Association of South Africa
"Promoting training, research and interest in agricultural

economics"

www.aeasa.org.za


