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We are delighted to present the 2019 newsletter of the 
Agricultural Economics Association of South Africa! 

This has certainly been an eventful year and many of us 
are rightfully looking forward to a  well-deserved year-
end break. It has been encouraging to see that despite 
the busyness of everyday work and life, many of our 
members have kept their heads down and have achieved 
excellence over the past few months. This newsletter 
aims to showcase some of these achievements and also 
provide an update on key events and developments in 
the world of South African agricultural economics. 

This newsletter was made possible by the various 
contributions of individual  members, universities 
and other organisations. My gratitude goes out to all 
contributors. 

I’m looking forward to engaging with you all at the annual 
conference in beautiful Bloemfontein!

Enjoy the read.

Thabi

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
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Dear members

It	is	generally	not	difficult	to	argue	that	primary	
agriculture is one of most volatile sectors in an 
economy,	with	its	confluence	of	external	drivers	
shaping the short, medium and long-run trends in 
supply, and relatively inelastic but stable patterns of 
demand. The past year has certainly not been any 
exception, with major external forces such as the 
weather,	the	US-China	trade	war	and	the	outbreak	of	
African	Swine	Fever	in	China	and	at	home	influencing	
production,	consumption	and	trade	flow	patterns.	
Attaining	sustainable	profits	and	navigating	policy	
and business decisions in this volatile environment 
not only requires courage and business skills, but 
accurate information, R&D, and strong partnerships 
and institutions. Given our current context, I see 
agriculture as the most important sector in the South 
African economy for four main reasons: 

1. It has the potential to be a key pillar for socio-
economic and political stability in the country.

2. It is the sector with the largest contribution to rural 
economic welfare and has grown rapidly over the 
past decade.

3. Taking the level of under-utilised resources 
(human	and	natural)	into	consideration,	no	other	
sector	offers	the	same	level	of	growth	potential	
and creation of jobs at primary and secondary 
level, in order to drive inclusive transformation that 
corrects for the injustices of the past.

4. Strong institutional capacity and international 
competitiveness has been created since the start 
of democracy and the deregulation of markets, 
which can be leveraged to build sustainable 
public-private partnerships.    

In a few days’ time, many of us will be heading 
to Bloemfontein for the 57th Annual Conference 
of our beloved association that will take place on 
8-10	October	2019.	The	theme	of	our	conference	is	
“Growing a Sustainable and Resilient Agriculture” 
and	the	Local	Organising	Committee	has	worked	
tirelessly to develop a programme that provides a 
platform for stakeholders from the public and private 
sectors, as well as academia, to actively engage on 
key	agricultural	economic	topics.	On	behalf	of	the	
Local	Organising	Committee	and	the	Management	
Committee of AEASA, I would like to call on each 
member of the association to actively promote the 
attendance	of	this	year’s	conference.	Only	through	
the active participation and engagement between key 
stakeholders in government, industry and academia 
at our annual conferences can research results 
be communicated to provide an evidence-based 
foundation for policy and business decisions and to 
shape future research agendas and platforms for 
dialog. We are looking forward to meet you all at the 
upcoming conference.

Ferdi

MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF AEASA
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ANNUAL AEASA  
CONFERENCES
Highlights and information
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The 56th annual AEASA Conference was held from the 25th to the 27th of September 2018 
at the Lord Charles Hotel, Somerset-West. The theme for the conference was “Practicing 
agricultural economics in an uncertain neighborhood”.

Dr Karen Brooks, Director of the CGIAR Research Program on Policies, Institutions, and 
Markets	at	the	International	Food	Policy	Research	Institute	(IFPRI),	Washington	DC	delivered	
the Simon Brand Memorial Address.

Various prominent local role players and stakeholders in agriculture participated in the panel 
discussions on the role of agricultural economics in the growth of the agricultural sector and 
agribusiness.

AEASA CONFERENCE 2018
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BEST POSTER PAPER

1			Lubinga	M.,	Joubert	C.,					 
					Ngqangweni	S.	and	Nyodo	B.	

2			Mazibuko	N.,	Balrane	A.,	 
					Antwi	M.	and	Yeki	P.

“Socio-Economic	Factors	influencing	Smallholder		Farmers	Agricultural	Infrastructure	Availability,	
Accessibility	and	Satisfaction:	A	Case	on	North	West	Province	in	South	Africa	

“The Impact of Anti-dumping duty on Consumer Prices of Frozen bone-in Chicken Portion Imports from 
European	Union”	

BEST FINAL YEAR STUDENT (4 YEAR DEGREE) FOR 2017

Jean	Pierre	Nordier	(University	of	Pretoria)
Asanda Gayiya (University	of	the	Free	State)
Njabulo	Mtshali	(University	of	KwaZulu-Natal)

Mokwite Basetsana (University	of	Venda)
Mmakhashu Sechube  
(University	of	Limpopo)

Karl-Hein Pool (Stellenbosch	University)
Nobulali	Koyi	(University	of	Fort	Hare)
Tlotlo Monyatsi (North	West	University)

BEST M.Sc. THESIS 

1   Michael Ross 	(University	of	Stellenbosch)	 Bowerbank	Day	supervised	by	Prof	Nick	Vink.		“The	Distortions	to	Incentives	in	South	
African Agriculture: A Case Study of the Wheat Industry”

2   Lungelo Cele 	(University	of	KwaZulu-Natal)	 Supervised	by	Prof	Edilegnaw	Zegeye.	Land	and	water	use	rights	in	smallholder	farming:	
impacts	on	productive	use	of	irrigation	water	and	entrepreneurial	spirit	in	KwaZulu-Natal.

SJJ DE SWART (FOR BEST ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN AGREKON)

1   Machiweyi Kunzekweguta,  
    Karl Rich & Michael Lyne  

2   Sikhulumile Sinyolo &      
     Maxwell Mudhara

56(4) “Factors	affecting	adoption	and	intensity	of	conservation	agriculture	techniques	applied	by	
smallholders	in	Masvingo	district,	Zimbabwe”

“Collective	action	and	rural	poverty	reduction:	Empirical	evidence	from	KwaZulu-Natal,	 
South Africa”

57(1)

Numerous	AEASA	members	received	prizes	for	their	work	in	various	spheres.	Congratulations	to	
all award-winners!

2018 AEASA CONFERENCE AWARD WINNERS
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2018 AEASA CONFERENCE AWARD WINNERS

BEST PUBLICATION IN A PROFESSIONAL JOURNAL OR BOOK

BEST CONTRIBUTED PAPER BY A PhD STUDENT  
[‘EXPERIMENTAL AWARD’ INTRODUCED IN 2017]

1 Beatrice	Conradie,	Jenifer	Piesse,	
Colin	Thirtle	and	Nick	Vink

(Journal	of	Agricultural	Economics	–January	2018)	
“Labour Demand in the Post-apartheid South African Wine Industry” 

2 Michael	Lyne,	Nomonde	Jonas	&	Gerald	
Ortmann

(The	Journal	of	Agricultural	Education	and	Extension	–	October	2017).
“A	quantitative	Assessment	of	an	Outsourced	Agricultural	extension	Service	in	
the	Umzimkhulu	District	of	Kwazulu-Natal,	South	Africa”	

1 Ngarava	S,	Mushunje	A,	and	Chaminuka	P. ” Impact of Livestock Programmes on Production & Risk Case of 
the	Kaonafatso	Ya	Dikgomo	(KyD)	Programme”.

2 Kyei C. “The Economy-wide Implications of Tax Policy to Reduce Water Polution: A Case of 
the	Olifants	river	Basin,	South	Africa”	
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2019 AEASA CONFERENCE

The 57th Annual AEASA conference will be held at 
Ilanga	Estate	in	Bloemfontein	from	8	to	10	October	
2019 under the theme Growing a Sustainable 
and Resilient Agriculture. Professor Chris Barrett 
of	Cornell	University	will	deliver	Simon	Brand	
Memorial Lecture. He and various other speakers 
from agribusiness and academia will  address 
contemporary challenges within South African 
Agriculture.

Futher information regarding the conference may be 
obtained on https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aeasa.org.
za/resource/resmgr/conference2019/!registration_
packet_aeasa20.pdf and https://cdn.ymaws.
com/www.aeasa.org.za/resource/resmgr/
conference2019/aeasa_2019_programme.pdf. 

Enquiries may be sent to aeasa2019@ufs.ac.za 

See you there!

Growing a 
Sustainable  
and Resilient 
Agriculture
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NEWS 
AND EVENTS



2019 FR TOMLINSON 
COMMEMORATIVE LECTURE 

The 2019 FR Tomlinson Commemorative Lecture 
was presented by Prof  Beatrice Conradie on 15 
February 2019 at the Le Pommier Wine Estate in 
the Western Cape. The theme for this year’s lecture 
was	Un-fudging	the	land	issue:	Land	use	change	
and redistribution in one Karoo community. Prof 
Conradie’s analysis shed light on the requirements 
to achieve a 30% land redistribution target. 
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IFAMA 2020 CONFERENCE CALL 
FOR ACADEMIC PAPER ABSTRACTS 

At the IFAMA 2020 conference in Rotterdam, home of the biggest 
port in Europe, today’s pressing food and agricultural challenges will 
be addressed drawing upon the triple helix expertise of academics, 
business and government. Societal, human development challenges 
and goals mean that companies in agrifood need to transform, 
impacting their daily operations but also their future strategic 
outlooks. 

The conference will host multiple stakeholders of the Global food 
system and include academic, business as well as combined 
(discussion)	sessions	and	panels.	Moreover,	around	30	international	
student teams are expected to compete in the renown IFAMA student 
case competition. 

The IFAMA2020 organizers invite you to submit a paper abstract. 
Detailed information is available on https://ifama2020.org 

The	deadline	for	the	submission	of	abstracts	is	15	October	2019.	
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SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT IN 
AGREKON IMPACT FACTOR

Clarivate’s	2018	Impact	Factor	(IF)	measure,	released	earlier	in	2019	showed	
that	Agrekon’s	2-year	IF	for	2018	was	0.326	(up	from	0.233	in	2017);	and	that	
the	5-year	IF	for	2018	was	0.488	(up	from	0.310	in	2017).	

The report further indicated that in 2018, Agrekon had the highest number of 
total	citations	since	2010.	Prof	Johann	Kirsten,	editor	of	Agrekon	noted	that	“It	
is	encouraging	that	more	articles	get	cited,	confirming	that	Agrekon	is	being	
read more widely.”

A big well done to all contributors!



AEASA MEMBERS 
PARTICIPATE IN TV PANEL 
DISCUSSION
In	October	2018,	agricultural	economists	
Dr	Dirk	Strydom	(Grain	SA)	and	Dr	Sifiso	
Ntombela	(NAMC)	participated	in	televised	a	
panel	discussion	on	eNCA’s	Tonight	with	Jane	
Dutton. The discussion centered on agriculture, 
food security, technology adoption and youth 
participation in agriculture. 

12

AGRICULTURAL ECONOMISTS DELIVER A SOUTH AFRICAN 
FLAIR AT THE ECONALANYA CONFERENCE IN TURKEY

The	2nd	International	Conference	on	Economic	Research,	ECONALANYA	2018,	
was	held	on	19-20	October	2018	in	Alanya,	Turkey	and	included	presentations	
on macro and micro level economics. The conference was organized by Alanya 
Alaaddin	Keykubat	University	in	order	to	bring	together	researchers	from	all	over	
the world. 

Agricultural	economists	from	the	University	of	Kwa-Zulu	Natal,	North	West	
University	and	the	National	Agricultural	Marketing	Council	shared	their	insights	
with attendees. 
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UNIVERSITY  
NEWS
The latest from agricultural economics 
departments around the country



AFASA partnership leads to smallholder farmer insights

As	part	of	a	partnership	with	the	African	Farmers’	Association	of	South	Africa	(AFASA),	the	UFS	team	from	the	
Department of Agricultural Economics attended the 2nd Congress of Francis Baard Farmers in Melkvlei Farm, West 
Barkley	on	July	25	2019.	The	team	presented	a	paper	titled	“Do	smallholder	farmers	have	the	potential	to	become	
commercial	farmers?”	and	also	participated	in	a	panel	discussion.

Dr Bahta represents the university 
at the African Economic Research 
Consortium
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NEWS FROM THE UNIVERSITY 
OF THE FREE STATE

Dr	Yonas	T.	Bahta	attended	the	African	Economic	Research	
Consortium	(AERC)	workshop	in	Port	Louise,	Mauritius	from	30	May-7	

June	2018.	The	workshop	focused	on	
“Agriculture and Food Policy Analysis for 
Nutrition”.	

Dr Bahta presented a project proposal 
on “The Impact of Agricultural and Food 
Policy	Intervention	on	Nutrition	Outcomes	
Among Rural Households In South Africa 
And Lesotho: The Case of Homestead 
Food Garden Programs”. 
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UFS researchers shine bright at 
IAAE Conference in Canada

Three	staff	members	of	the	Department	of	Agricultural	
Economics presented papers at the 30th International 
Association of Agricultural Economics Conference 
(IAAE)	with	the	theme:	New	Landscapes	and	New	
Mandates	for	Agriculture,	in	Vancouver	(Canada)	
during	28	July–2	August	2018.

UFS out in full force at IFMA 2019

Four members of the Department of Agricultural 
Economics,	Drs	Henry	Jordaan,	Yonas	Bahta	
and W.A. Lombard along with Mr Mario van den 
Heever, attended and presented their paper in 
the International Farm Management Association’s 
(IFMA)	conference	held	in	Launceston,	Australia	on	
3-8 March 2019. The theme of the conference was 
Growing Agriculture @ 41 degrees South.

Engaging communities in the Free 
State

As part of community engagement Miss Ringetani 
Matlou from the Department of Agricultural Economics 
lectured as a guest speaker about “Farming for 
success” at the African Farmers’ Association of South 
Africa	(AFASA).	She	explained	her	MSc	work	at	a	
conference	of	smallholder	farmers	in	the	Northern	
Cape,	Hartswater	on	19	July	2018	while	collecting	
data for her project titled “Resilience of households to 
agricultural	drought	in	the	Northern	Cape,	South	Africa”	
under	the	supervision	of	Dr	Yonas	T.	Bahta	and	funded	
by	the	NRF	Thuthuka	project.
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NEWS FROM 
STELLENBOSCH UNIVERSITY 

Hein Gerwel reflects on visit to Reading 
University (UK)

The Department of Agricultural Economics at Stellenbosch 
University	has	just	completed	its	5-yearly	External	Evaluation,	and	
will be implementing some changes, especially around its PhD 
program, over the next few years. 

In the meantime, the university has made new appointments, and 
asked	Hein	Gerwel,	its	newest	recruit,	to	reflect	on	his	recent	visit	
to	Reading	University	in	the	UK,	where	he	spent	six	weeks	on	an	
exchange program as part of his PhD studies. As you will see from 
his contribution, Hein was impressed!

Hein Gerwel

“Reading. I knew it is something I like, and need to like, doing. But apart 
from	the	kind	one	does	with	books	and	journals,	it	is	also	a	place	in	the	UK,	
identically	spelled,	but	pronounced	with	a	slight	but	phonetically	significant	
difference.

My	reason	for	being	there,	is	the	university,	and	more	specifically,	the	School	of	Agriculture,	Policy	and	
Development	(from	here,	‘The	School’).	The	School	is	the	highest	rated	faculty	of	agricultural	studies	in	the	UK,	
and	ranked	number	9	in	the	2019	QS	University	World	Rankings.	The	strong	interdisciplinary	(as	well	as	inter-
paradigmatically,	and	numerous	other	conceptualizations	of	pluralism)	foci	which	is	informed	by	a	developmental	
angle to how it has structured a number of its internal units in the school is the strongest learning I shall take 
away	for	our	scholarship	(pedagogically	and	epistemologically)	at	the	Faculty	of	Agrisciences.	I	was	hosted	by	the	
Graduate Institute for International Development, Economics and Agriculture, headed by Prof Sarah Cardey. 

People	here	live	the	history	and	heritage	of	Reading	and	greater	Berkshire;	even	though	it	has	as	cosmopolitan	
a make-up as bigger urban centers such as London and Bristol, it has a character that it retains and inculcates 
into its “new Reading-ites”, of which I now consider myself having an ancillary membership. With all the high-level 
beef about Brexit and warmongering by the current strong-man contingent in global political power positions, it 
is refreshing to just be randomly stopped in the street by Piotr, the Pole who has been living in Reading for 23 
years and still does not identify as an insider. He bemoaned the state of divisive politics and invoked some deity to 
protect	us	from	“Trump	and	Boris	Jackson!”	Or	the	conversational	abductee	I	became	when	two	elderly	(although	
they	wouldn’t	describe	themselves	thusly)	Sikh	gentlemen	started	talking	cricket	and	colonial	politics	to	a	fellow	
“victim of the bustards, and bitch-like overtaking of these British”. The more loquacious of the two told me “I am 
Sikh.	We	have	eleven	types	of	Sikh;	I	hate	them	all,	but	I	respect	everyone”.	If	only	we	could	be	led	by	leaders	with	
this level of openness and brutal honesty… 

I sum up this experience with the following quick conclusions. Globalization as concept may be dead, but 
internationalism	is	alive	and	well;	with	all	the	alt-right	rhetoric	on	media	waves,	everyday	people	seem	to	just	
be	getting	on	with	it;	Critical	scholarship	is	alive,	vibrant	and	well	in	the	global	north-not	so	much	in	South	Africa	
- we can learn a lot from having more than one narrative in our public and intellectual discourse. We may be 
experiencing cognitive dissonance with the “capitalist realism” shaping our deterministic view of the inevitability of 
our	demise	as	a	species,	but	perhaps	we	should	realise	that	it	is	always	darkest	before	the	dawn.	Perhaps	LKJ,	
the itinerant dub poet, most succinctly sums it up with the following rhyming end-couplet: Sometimes the pungent 
odor of decay, Signals a brand new life, upon de way.”
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NEWS FROM THE UNIVERSITY 
OF PRETORIA

A new captain for the Agricultural 
Economics ship

As	of	the	1st	of	November	2018	the	Agricultural	Economics,	
Extension and Rural Development have a new HoD and a 
female HoD, at that. Prior to this appointment, Prof Sheryl 
Hendriks held a professorship in the department which she 
now leads and is no stranger to excellence, despite the fact that 
Agriculture,	and	its	related	fields,	are	still	male-dominated.	From	2012	
to 2014 she was the president of AEASA, and in 2018 she received the FR 
Tomlinson Commemorative Medal for service to the profession. To many of her 
colleagues,	she	is	perceived	as	the	modern	day	“Joan	of	Agriculture”.
 
Prof Hendriks’ agenda to position the Department as the leading department 
includes transformation on at least three levels. Firstly transformation articulated 
in	the	South	African	sense	regarding	the	demographics	of	staff	and	student	
bodies;	secondly	the	South	African	and	African	agricultural	transformation	
agenda	through	research	and	teaching;	and	thirdly	the	transformation	of	the	
research culture into an engaged research-intensive endeavour, connected to 
stakeholders and driven by innovation, salience, relevance and social impact 
will be actively pursued.
 
The	staff	and	students	at	the	Department	of	Agricultural	Economics,	Extension	and	Rural	Development	
are	excited	for	this	new	and	exciting	life	cycle	that	they	are	entering,	and	they	are	confident	in	Prof	
Hendriks’	abilities	to	take	them	to	lead	them	to	the	next	level	of	excellence	in	true	Joan	of	Arc	style.

Prof Sheryl Hendriks

Forty-four graduates from the 
Department of Agricultural 
Economics, Extension and Rural 
Development

On	the	17th	of	April	2019,	the	Department	of	Agricultural	
Economics, Extension and Rural Development celebrated 
forty-four graduates.Among these, the Department 
graduated	four	PhDs;	Dr	Wytske	Chamberlain-van	der	Werf	
specialising in Rural Development supervised by Dr Ward 
Anseeuw,	Dr	Elizabeth	Mkandawire	and	Dr	Agatha	Zhou	
both specialising in Rural Development and both supervised 
by	Prof	Sheryl	Hendriks,	and	Dr	Sifiso	Ntombela	specialising	
in Agricultural Economics supervised by Dr Mmatlou Kalaba.

The Department also graduated thirteen students in the 
Master of Agricultural Science in Agricultural Economics 

program, ten students in the Bachelor of Agriculture 
Honours Extension and the Development program, and 
thirteen students in the Bachelor of Agricultural Science 
in Agricultural Economics: Agribusiness Management 
program. The remainder of the students graduated in the 
Master of Agriculture in Extension, Extension and Rural 
Development, and Rural Development programmes 
respectively.



National Science Week dialogue: The 
economic impact of climate change

Dr Mmatlou Kalaba, a lecturer in the Department of Agricultural 
Economics,	Extension	and	Rural	Development	at	the	University	of	
Pretoria,	was	invited	to	participate	in	the	2019	National	Science	Week	
(NSW).	This	year	the	NSW	event	ran	from	29	July	to	3	August	in	
Centurion.	The	NSW	is	an	annual	event	hosted	by	the	South	African	
Weather	Services	(SAWS)	and	organised	by	National	Research	
Foundation	(NRF)	and	aims	to	exhibit	and	communicate	awareness	in	
science.	The	NSW	is	an	initiative	of	the	National	Department	of	Science	
and	Technology	(DST),	and	it	represents	a	countrywide	celebration	of	
science, engineering and technology. 

The	NSW	attracts	thousands	of	learners,	and	members	of	the	public	and	
involves various stakeholders and role players conducting science-based 
activities such as workshops, science shows and lecturers during the week. 
The 2019 theme was “facing the harsh realities of climate change”. Dr 
Kalaba’s presentation was on the economic impacts of climate change and 
how	it	flows	through	flooding,	droughts,	heatwaves,	wildfires,	and	easing	
sea levels. South Africa experienced more than 200 drought events in 
that past 15 years. The secondary impacts of that include low productivity, 
high	unemployment	and	inflation	as	well	as	a	shortage	of	resources	to	
address	other	economic	and	societal	needs.	Over	this	period,	the	South	
African economy became weaker and has not recovered from the global 
economic meltdown over a decade ago. As a result, incidences of poverty, 
unemployment, food insecurity and balance of payment worsened. Although 
South Africa introduced a carbon tax as one other step towards addressing 
climate change, all global citizens must play their role in reducing and 
mitigating these harsh realities of climate change. Dr Mmatlou Kalaba

Environmental economist, Prof Rashid Hassan, elected to the US National 
Academy of Sciences 

18

Prof Rashid Mekki Hassan

Prof Rashid Mekki Hassan received one of the highest honours in 
science	by	being	elected	to	the	United	States	National	Academy	of	
Sciences	(NAS).		On	30th	April	2019,	the	NAS	announced	the	election	
of 100 new members and 25 foreign associates in recognition of their 
distinguished and continuing achievements in original research. Prof 
Hassan was among the 25 foreign associates elected.

Membership	in	the	NAS	is	rare;	with	only	487	foreign	associates	
currently	active.	NAS	members	are	elected	by	their	peers	for	
outstanding contributions to research. Reacting to his election, Hassan 
shared that, “It is certainly a big honour because it is coming from an 
esteemed institution that is well recognised with high credibility in the 
world	of	scientific	research.”	He	joins	the	likes	of	Albert	Einstein,	Robert	
Oppenheimer,	Thomas	Edison	and	Alexander	Graham	Bell	as	former	
members of the association.



EEPA’s 2nd training on choice and controlled 
experiments a roaring success

The	Centre	for	Environmental	Economics	and	Policy	in	Africa	(CEEPA)	
at the Department of Agricultural Economics, Extension and Rural 
Development is gaining momentum in becoming the regional centre 
of choice. To reach this objective, CEEPA provides quality degree 
and non-degree training, research excellence, increased awareness, 
and a platform for collaboration and exchange. To that end, CEEPA, in 
cooperation	with	GovInn	(a	joint	Center	of	the	University	of	Pretoria	and	
CIRAD-France)	delivered	the	second	edition	of	a	5-day	graduate-level	
training between 20 and 24 May 2019. The training focused on the Theory 
and econometrics of individual and collective choice analysis: choice and 
controlled experiments.

Agric Economics students attend AgriSA’s commodity and corporate 
conference

On	the	24th	and	25th	of	April	2019,	AgriSA	held	their	
commodity and corporate conference at Future Africa, 
Pretoria. The Department of Agricultural Economics, 
Extension and Rural Development had the opportunity to 
send	five	of	their	top	students	to	attend	this	event;	Hilda	
Lefophane	(PhD),	Anelisa	Koshe	(MSc	Agric),	Taaibah	
Miller	(MSc	Agric),	Lunga	Khumalo	(BCom	Agric),	and	
Chikomborero	Chiobvu	(BCom	Agric).

This year, the conference theme was Research for 
Development. The presentations by local and international 
experts	were	aimed	at	unpacking	the	difficulties	faced	by	
the South African farmer towards identifying solutions and 
opportunities	offered	by	the	industry.	

UP’s	HoD,	Prof	Sheryl	Hendriks,	offered	her	expert	opinion	during	a	presentation	to	address	South	Africa’s	food	security	
status.	In	her	presentation	she	recommended	eight	focus	areas;	implement	and	deliver	on	the	development	targets	and	
food	security,	address	the	lack	of	country-specific	data	in	the	international	domain,	get	GDP	growth	on	track,	realise	the	
impact	of	urbanisation	on	the	food	system,	finance	farmers	and	develop	value	chains,	reduce	food	losses	and	waste,	
improve food supply and diet quality, and ensure a stable and sustainable food system.

Following the conference, the students returned more passionate about their careers in the agricultural sector and the role 
they can play to bring forth change. 
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Two postgrads represent the Department at 
the SDC

The world’s inaugural Sustainability and Development Conference 
(SDC)	was	held	on	November,	9	-11	2018	in	Ann	Arbor,	University	
of	Michigan,	United	States	(US).	Although	the	selection	process	for	
research	presented	at	the	SDC	was	extremely	competitive	(2200	
abstracts	submitted),	the	abstracts	of	two	of	postgraduate	students	
in the Department of Agricultural Economics, Extension and Rural 
Development	were	selected	to	participate	in	the	SDC;	Harad	Lungu	
(MSc)	and	Olayinka	Adegbite	(PhD).

The conference brought together about 600 diverse and interdisciplinary 
participants from 58 countries. The aim was to share their research work, network 
and to engage with the best approaches to implement the global Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs),	assess	progress	towards	them	and	plan	for	future	activities.	The	conference	had	13	SDG-based	
themes, divided into 115 general sessions, 11 plenary sessions and 22 poster sessions.

Both students agreed that meeting some of the participants who were regarded authorities in their 
fields,	including	the	editors	of	six	top	journals	(World	Development,	Landscape	and	Urban	Planning,	
Food	Policy,	Ecological	Economics,	World	Development	Perspectives,	and	Ecology	and	Society)	meant	
a	lot	in	terms	of	getting	advice	on	opportunities	for	publications.	They	also	benefited	from	tool-based	
workshops to enhance their understanding of sustainable development and related issues. The students 
also	expressed	their	gratitude	to	their	former	HoD,	Prof	Charles	Machethe,	for	the	financial	support	they	
received to attend the SDC.

MSc (Agric) students make UP proud at food and agribusiness conference 
in China

On	20	June	2019	two	of	the	Department	of	Agricultural	Economics,	Extension	and	Rural	Development’s	MSc(Agric)	students,	
Dipuo Boshomane and Khanimamba Hlungwani, nervously but excitedly boarded their plane to Hangzhou, China.

Boshomane	and	Hlungwani	attended	the	International	Food	and	Agribusiness	Management	Association’s	(IFAMA)	
conference,	from	22	to	27	June,	with	the	conference	theme	“Food	
Security 2050”, where they both participated in the association’s 
annual student case study competition.

In addition, Hlungwani presented preliminary results on her 
MSc(Agric)	thesis	during	the	academic	symposium	at	Zhejiang	
University.	We	are	proud	to	report	that	her	presentation,	titled	
“Evaluating	the	effect	of	regulatory	constraints	on	beef	exports	on	the	
European	Union”,	attracted	much	interest	from	both	the	South	African	
and international delegates.
 
The Department would like to extend its appreciation to the Bureau 
for Food and Agricultural Policy for their generous contribution to get 
these two future leaders to the IFAMA conference.
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Agricultural Economists of the 
Semester

In	order	to	encourage	the	final	year	Agricultural	Economics	
students	to	keep	up	to	date	with	current	economic	affairs,	a	
competition	was	held	in	one	of	the	department’s	final	year	
modules. 

The competition required the students to forecast eight 
macro-economic variables every month. The variables 
were	growth	in	2019Q2,	Inflation,	Food	Inflation,	ZAR/USD	
exchange	rate,	Brent	Crude	Oil	Prices,	the	Prime	Interest	Rate,	R186	government	bond	yields	and	the	balance	on	the	
current account. Results were evaluated based on a consensus benchmark. This exercise also encouraged the students 
to interact and have discussions related to the variables mentioned above.

After	four	rounds	of	forecasting,	Mr	Pieter	Duminy	and	Mr	Dian	Moore	were	identified	as	the	winner	and	runner	up,	
respectively. Their forecasts were consistently quite close to that of the average class forecast. The Department of 
Agricultural	Economics,	Extension	and	Rural	Development	wishes	to	acknowledge	the	generous	financial	support	from	
the Russell Stone Group 

In February 2019 Shampie Doko and Lunga Kumalo, two undergraduate students in the Department of 
Agricultural Economics, Extension and Rural Development received the news that they were each awarded a 
Standard Bank CSI bursary administered by the StudyTrust. These bursaries are awarded to students who have 
shown leadership and academic potential and provide full coverage of tuition fees, prescribed textbooks, study 
materials, transport, accommodation, meals, laptop computers and a monthly stipend for living expenses. 

Bursaries like these go a long way to ensure that students stay on track with their academic goals. Having to 
take up part-time employment to fund their studies and living expenses often disrupts their academic tracks and 
ultimately delay their uptake in the job market.
 
Both Sharpie and Lunga are passionate about the future that agriculture holds for the youth of South Africa and 
are eager to start making a lasting contribution to the success of the South African agricultural industry. 

Standard Bank invests in the future of two 
Agricultural Economics students
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UPDATE FROM 
THE NATIONAL 
AGRICULTURAL 
MARKETING COUNCIL



EXPANDING MARKET ACCESS 
FOR FARMERS A CENTRAL 
FOCUS OF THE NAMC

Increasing market access for agricultural products is 
critical to boosting production and attracting investments 
in the sector. A market-led production growth ensures 
sustainability of the sector and assist in creating 
employment in the country. Prior to 1996, South Africa 
followed a regulated marketing system that was primary 
concerned with securing the price stability and narrowing 
the gap between producer and consumer prices. The 
regulated	marketing	system	was	not	efficient	since	it	
constrained production by controlling the movement 
of goods and prices using Control Boards. To improve 
market	efficiencies	and	attain	market-led	production	
growth,	policymakers	established	the	National	
Agricultural	Marketing	Council	(NAMC)	in	1997	and	
tasked it with the functions of providing advice to Minister 
of	Agriculture	on	efficient	production	systems,	marketing	
and trade of products, and enhancing the viability of the 
sector.

Over	the	last	16	years	the	NAMC	has	used	the	Statutory	
Levy	and	Agricultural	Trust	instruments	to	finance	and	
build strong and vibrant commodity associations such 
as Grain South Africa, Citrus Growers Association, 
South African Poultry Association, Milk South Africa and 
many	others.	In	2018,	the	NAMC	assisted	commodity	
associations to raise a total of R600 million using 
Statutory Levies and about R307 million worth of interest 
from agricultural trusts that have an asset value of R2.44 
billion. These funds have enabled industries to improve 
the quality and safety of agricultural produce. As a 
result, industries such as lemons have seen production 
grow by 57% between 2009 and 2019 and similar but 
less aggressive growth rates were witnessed in table 
grapes, avocados and others. However, this additional 
agricultural output requires access to new markets and 
that	challenges	the	NAMC	to	identify	and	developing	new	
markets for farmers.

The Minister of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural 
Development, Ms Thoko Didiza, has also challenged 

the	NAMC	to	prioritize	and	enhance	its	efforts,	working	
together with commodity associations, in opening new 
markets while also retaining access to existing markets 
for South African agricultural products. This calls for 
new partnerships in generating market research and 
intelligence and conducting market promotions in export 
markets.	The	NAMC	has	identified	regional	markets	
such as SADC as critical for grain and animal products 
such as maize and dairy. However, some animal 
products such as wool are more demanded in the Far 
East markets such as China. Moreover, fruits and wine 
products are enjoying a growing demand in Middle East 
and Far East markets due to rising consumer incomes 
and transforming consumer tastes as Asian consumers 
align their cultures and consumption patterns with the 
global community.

To expand market access for South African farmers, 
the	NAMC	has	started	a	journey	of	strengthening	
international relations with its counterparts in the 
aforementioned	strategic	markets.	NAMC	focuses	
on expanding market access by conducting export 
promotions and market developments, trade policy 
coordination, and encouraging market information 
sharing.	In	October	2019,	the	NAMC	will	host	a	high-
level Indian delegation composed of senior government 
officials,	businesses	leaders	and	the	management	of	
Indian	National	Institute	of	Agricultural	Marketing	(NIAM).	
The	NIAM	manages	trade	and	market	policies	in	India	
and advises the Minister of Agriculture on agricultural 
marketing systems. 

Furthermore,	the	NAMC	together	with	leaders	of	
commodity	associations	and	senior	officials	from	the	
department of agriculture as well as trade and industry 
will	undertake	a	trade	mission	to	Namibia	in	late	
2019.	The	purpose	is	to	engage	with	the	Namibian	
Agricultural Board focusing on trade policy coordination, 
border control systems as well as identifying trade and 
investment opportunities for farmers in both countries. 
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WHAT THE CURRENT DEBATES 
AND REVIEWS HAVE MISSED OUT 
FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL ADVISORY 
PANEL ON LAND REFORMS AND 
AGRICULTURE REPORT

The Panel’s report came against the backdrop of several 
years of below-par economic growth and near-stagnation, 
which has placed huge pressure on government to place 
more emphasis on growth. It would seem that over the 
past couple of years, the need to increase growth and 
create more jobs has become a higher priority, and many 
feel that this strategy has been pursued at the expense of 
policies pursuing equity and restorative justice. A case in 
point is the eviction of farm workers when land purchases 
are concluded, and land is transferred to new owners. The 
fate of farm workers under land reform has often been 
uncertain, and experts argue that many farm workers are 
descendants of black people who refused to relocate to 
homelands. Against this historical fact, farm workers are 
entitled to, and have as much right to redress as any of 
the	Historically	Disadvantaged	Individual	(HDI)	group

The issues discussed above form large parts of the 
report but have largely gone under the radar and have 
been ignored in public discourse. These are important to 
highlight, nonetheless, and make up an important part 
of the broader debate. At the end of September 2019, 
Cabinet will meet to engage the report, and discuss public 
views that may have been echoed during the period of its 
release.

Dr Tinashe Kapuya is the Value Chains Lead at the 
Bureau for Food and Agricultural Policy, he writes in his 

own capacity. This review is based on a Seriti TALKS 
discussion that was held on the 29th September 2019 

to deliberate on the Presidential Advisory Panel on Land 
reform and Agriculture. 

Since	July	2019,	there	have	been	a	flurry	of	opinion	pieces	
and reviews that have been done on the Presidential 
Advisory Panel on Land reform and Agriculture which was 
released	to	the	public	late	July	2019.	While	in	the	main,	
the document has been well received, with critics saying 
the report moves the debate on land reform forward. 
There have been a number of issues that have dominated 
the content and substance of the reviews on the Panel’s 
report. These primarily include the hotly contested ones 
such as:

•		 The	Expropriation	without	Compensation	(EWC)	
approach	–	on	whether	to	amend	Section	25	of	the	
constitution to enable EWC, or revert to applying the 
existing pieces of legislation, which some argue are 
sufficient	to	expropriate	without	compensation.

•		 Land	Tax	–	A	tax	levied	on	agricultural	land	as	a	
punitive measure on those holding unproductive 
or under-utilized farmland. The tax is based on an 
incentive system which promotes the optimization of 
land use, by taxing increasingly more land which is 
under-utilized.

•		 Land	ceilings	–	regulating	land	holding	by	limiting	the	
size of parcels of land which can be held by any one 
individual or corporation. However, in its previous 
form, this policy was deemed un-implementable as 
it	proffered	a	one-size-fits	all	to	both	intensive	and	
extensive	production	systems	across	different	agro-
ecological zones.

By Dr Tinashe Kapuya
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WHAT TO MAKE OF MINISTER 
DIDIZA’S FIRST BUDGET VOTE 
SPEECH (JULY 2019)?

that serves all. We need to work together to open up the 
sector…” While the implementation of competition policy 
is outside the Minister’s domain, this matter is likely to 
dominate debate in the food sector in the coming months. 

Overall,	I	view	Didiza’s	budget	vote	speech	as	a	measured	
approach	for	a	good	start	for	the	new	department	–	which	
is the revitalisation of the underutilised government 
and land reform farms and also increased focus on 
trade	(market	access).	There	were	no	new	bold	policy	
propositions, understandably so as the departments are 
still busy with the reorganisation of the internal functions. 
The emphasis on ensuring private sector participation in 
the policy and programmes design and implementation is 
also encouraging.

In the near term, the important matter to monitor is a 
possible announcement regarding land reform policy. 
This will in all probability come from the Inter-Ministerial 
Committee on Land Reform and Agriculture, and the 
Cabinet. The recently submitted Presidential Advisory 
Panel report on Land Reform and Agriculture will at 
best inform the land reform policy discussions in the 
aforementioned structures. 

Essential for all the aforementioned points is the 
smooth integration, harmonisation, rationalisation and 
capacitating	of	the	two	departments	–	into	what	now	is	
called Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural 
Development. This is to ensure there is a great deal of 
alignment in their core mandates, philosophical outlook, 
and priorities.

Wandile Sihlobo is chief economist of the Agricultural 
Business Chamber of South Africa (Agbiz).

In	her	first	policy	speech	as	Minister	of	Agriculture,	Land	
Reform and Rural Development, Ms Thoko Didiza’s 
message	was	centred	on	the	ethical	and	efficient	
implementation of the department’s programmes, as well 
as the collaboration with stakeholders in the sector. 

But the Minister did not make a pronouncement on this 
matter in her speech. She did, however, announce that 
the Minister of Environment, Fisheries and Forestry 
has signed a memorandum of understanding with her 
department. This will ensure the ease of decision-making 
in areas of interest within these departments. A similar 
approach is needed with the Department of Human 
Settlements, Water, and Sanitation. 

The growth of the South African agricultural sector has 
been export-driven. The country exports approximately 
49% of its produce in value terms. This means the areas 
that could temper with the ease of exports needs to be 
continuously	monitored.	One	such	area	in	the	recent	
past has been animal health, which includes the recent 
outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease and African swine 
fever in parts of South Africa. To industries such as wool 
and	beef,	the	former	had	financial	implications	as	it	led	
to a ban on exports. Hence, we were pleased when 
Minister Didiza noted that “…focus will be to prioritise 
biosecurity in order to mitigate risks of animal and plant 
disease. The national department will ensure that budget 
support goes towards stepping up surveillance of foot and 
mouth disease red line zones. This is mainly Limpopo, 
Mpumalanga	and	KwaZulu-Natal”.

On	the	important	issue	of	trade,	Didiza	intends	to	expand	
South	Africa’s	agricultural	footprint	in	export	markets;	
develop an agribusiness master plan, and re-look at the 
poultry industry. 
Also, worth noting is the role of competition policy, which 
is likely to be an addition to the typical policy leavers 
in the agricultural sector under the new administration. 
Minister Didiza noted that “the food value chain remains 
highly concentrated amongst a few players. This is hardly 
the basis of building a sustained agricultural economy 

By Wandile Sihlobo
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MY JOURNEY TO BECOMING AN 
AGRICULTURAL ECONOMIST

creative and strategic, are core skills which help to 
understand,	contribute	and	make	a	substantial	influence.	
For example understanding the impact of climate change 
and	how	that	would	affect	the	quality	of	soil	and	thus	the	
value of the land, would require me to be able to adapt 
easily to these circumstances as well as to adequately 
provide strategic solutions. 

My hope not only to gain academic and theoretical 
knowledge, but to further develop my interpersonal 
as well as intrapersonal skills through mentorship and 
attending informative events where my mentality will be 
advanced	and	significantly	broadened.	Therefore,	cometh	
my degree, I will be fully equipped to become the best 
agricultural economist.

Yolanda Mbali Maphalala is an undergraduate agricultural 
economics student at the University of the Free State

When someone hears the word “Agriculture” they 
immediately think of the farm, sweaty boots, dust and 
being scorched by the hot sun. I too was subjected to 
this	misconception.	Upon	conducting	research	while	
contemplating	which	field	of	study	to	embark	on,	I	learned	
that agriculture is not only a key factor in economic 
development, it further has a wider contribution in society 
by providing food security. Agricultural economics in 
particular,	assists	considerably	in	fulfilling	this	role.	This	
initially sparked my interest as I became aware that there 
is more to agricultural economics.  

I have learned, through my studies, an in modules such as 
Agricultural Finance that Agricultural Economics requires 
extensive data analysis, calculation and business trade 
skills. This has contributed in furthering my interest in the 
complex yet exciting profession where I am certain my 
purpose is embedded. I verily believe being persistent, 

By Yolanda Mbali Maphalala
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THE AGRICULTURAL 
ECONOMIST’S TOOLKIT
Resources for when you’re on the go



BOOKS: OLDIES BUT GOODIES – CLASSIC BOOKS WORTH 
READING OVER AND OVER

Agricultural Economics
Henry Charles Taylor
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An	Inquiry	into	the	Nature	
and Causes of the Wealth of 
Nations	(Wealth	of	Nations)
Adam Smith

A History of South Africa
Frank Welsh

Institutional Economics 
Perspectives on African 
Agricultural Development 
Colin	Poulton	(Editor),	Nick	
Vink	(Editor),	Johann	F.	
Kirsten	(Editor),	 
Andrew	R.	Dorward	(Editor)

Freakonomics: A Rogue 
Economist Explores the 
Hidden Side of Everything
Stephen	J.	Dubner,	 
Steven Levitt

South African Agriculture 
at the Crossroads: An 
Empirical Analysis of 
Efficiency,	Technology	and	
Productivity
Colin	G.	Thirtle,	Van	Zyl,	
Johan,	et	al.

The Road to Serfdom
Friedrich Hayek

The General Theory of 
Employment, Interest and 
Money
John	Maynard	Keynes



TOP BLOGS TO KEEP YOU UP TO DATE ON 
CONTEMPORARY ISSUES

Environmental Economics: The 
Cromulent Economics Blog

https://www.env-econ.net/climate_
change/ 

Equality	Now 
https://www.equalitynow.org/blog

Future of Globalisation
https://blogs.die-gdi.de/future-of-

globalisation/

WEF Agenda: Fourth Industrial 
Revolution

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/
archive/fourth-industrial-revolution

Mindfulness Strategies
https://www.mindfulnessstrategies.com/

blog

An informative environmental economics 
blogsite	led	by	John	Whitehead,	professor	
in the Department of Economics at 
Appalachian	State	University

Provides	insights	from	Equality	Now,	an	
organization working to achieve legal and 
systemic change that addresses violence 
and discrimination against women and 
girls around the world. 

The blog provides a platform for debates 
on current world economic issues, global 
power shifts and views on the roles of 
formal and informal global governance 
institutions

A blog focusing on mindfulness in the 
workplace, mindfulness in education and 
mindful leadership

A collection of insightful articles on various 
matters related to technology, technology 
governance and macroeconomic 
implications of technology 
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Climate change

Gender equality

Globalisation and 
shifting powers

Fourth Industrial 
Revolution

Mindfulness in 
business
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THE LIGHTER SIDE
BECAUSE WE JUST LOVE THE SMELL OF  
ECONOMICS IN THE MORNING



THE LIGHTER SIDE
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Economists edition…

•		 You	raise	my	interest	rate	thirty	basis	points	without	a	
corresponding	drop	off	in	consumer	enthusiasm

•		 Despite	a	decade	of	inflation,	I	still	dig	your	supply	
curve

•  What do you say we re-measure our cross-elasticity
•  Further stimulus could result in uncontrolled expansion
•		 You	stoke	the	animal	spirits	of	my	market

Whispering sweet nothings:

It all comes down to experience

Experienced economist and not so experienced economist 
are walking down the road. They come across a pile of 
horse manure lying on the asphalt.

Experienced economist: “If you eat it I’ll give you $20,000!” 

Not	so	experienced	economist	runs	his	optimization	
problem	and	figures	out	he’s	better	off	eating	it	so	he	does	
and collects money.

Continuing along the same road they come across another 
pile of horse manure.

Not	so	experienced	economist:	“Now,	if	YOU	eat	this	I’ll	
give	YOU	$20,000.”

After evaluating the proposal experienced economist eats 
it and collects the money.

They go on. The not so experienced economist starts 
thinking: “Listen, we both have the same amount of money 
we had before, but we both ate horse manure. I don’t see 
us	being	better	off.”

The experienced economist replies “Well, that’s true, but 
you overlooked the fact that we’ve been just involved in 
$40,000 of trade.”

People say that there are aren’t enough Yo Momma 
jokes about economists. Well worry no more, here are 
a few:

Yo	momma	so	dumb	she	thought	marginal	analysis	was	
about butter

Yo	Momma	is	so	ugly	even	Keynes	wouldn’t	stimulate	her

Yo	momma	is	so	fat,	she	fell	through	the	debt	ceiling

Yo	momma	is	so	fat,	her	marginal	propensity	to	consume	
occurs regardless of an increase in disposable income.
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