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Foreword by AEASA president
It is my honour to take this opportunity 
to communicate with the esteemed 
AEASA membership as we approach the 
middle of our term as the current AEASA 
Management Committee. Let me not 
hesitate to add that the trust bestowed 
on myself and the Management team 
by the AEASA members is indeed 
humbling. 

We certainly hope that we will meet 
the expectations of the membership in 
effectively carrying out the mandate 
of promoting the best interests of this 
association. Let me also, in the same 
breath, sincerely thank the outgoing 
Management Committee, under the 
leadership of Dr. Litha Magingxa, for 
having laid a solid foundation for us to 
build on.

The current Management Committee 
has committed itself to undertaking 
a number of initiatives to grow 
the association and improve the 
service offering to its ever-diversifying 
membership base. Some of these 
activities are a continuation from the 
previous leadership. Let me highlight 
the following, among others: First, 
persuaded by the conviction that youth 
is the future of this association, we are 
currently implementing some innovative 
ideas which a group of AEASA youth 
have proposed. These include designing 
future AEASA conference programmes 
to ensure that the voice of the youth is 
heard. 

This year, the annual AEASA Conference 
programme will feature a plenary 
session to be facilitated by a young 
professional. For the first time, we are 
introducing a segment on “Young 
Agricultural Economists Debate” in our 
Newsletter. 

This segment, which is being introduced 
in the current Issue of the Newsletter, 
will feature opinion articles written by 
up and coming agricultural economists. 
Second, as part of heeding a call from 
many members for AEASA Conferences 
to “bring agribusiness closer”, the 
aforementioned youth-facilitated 
plenary session will focus on agribusiness 
investment in South Africa. 

Panellists will include young leaders from 
some of the renowned agribusinesses 
in South Africa. Third, the Management 
Committee will soon introduce a career 
portal to be hosted on the AEASA 
website, whose purpose will be to link 
job seekers with prospective employees.

This year’s conference builds from last 
year’s very successful conference 
where we had pleasure, among 
other highlights, to host the Premier 
of the North-West Province, Mr Supra 
Mahomapelo, who was our keynote 
speaker at the gala dinner. He was 
preceded the previous day by the 

member of the executive council 
(MEC) for Rural, Environment and 
Agricultural Development (READ) 
Department in the North-West Province, 
Ms Manketse Tlhape who opened the 
conference. We were also honoured 
to have the presence of the Simon 
Brand Memorial lecturer Professor Wim 
Naude who shared his wisdom with us 
on entrepreurship and reallocation of 
African farmers. One of the highlights 
of the conference was the launch of a 
long-awaited memorial book on the role 
of practicing agricultural economists 
in South Africa, which will become an 
essential part of AEASA’s chronicles. 

A big thank you to the editorial team 
led by Dr. Moraka Makhura for their 
commitment in producing a product 
that the association could be proud of. 
We are grateful to all the sponsors that 
made the Conference possible.

Last year Dr, Moraka Makhura was 
deservedly honoured by the association 
as our 26th FR Tomlinson Lecturer. We 
congratulate him for this great honour 
and for a very successful and thought-
provoking lecture on “agriculture in a 
developmental state”.

We look forward to a fruitful second 
half of our term as the current AEASA 
leadership. We wish Dr. Petronella 
Chaminuka and 2016 Conference 
local organising team all the best in 
putting together the next conference. 
We look forward to seeing you all in 
Johannesburg!

Ms Bongiswa Matoti
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AEASA Conference 2016 

Background and Motivation

AEASA as an association should 
strive to serve the full profession 
of agricultural economists: – 
those employed in government, 
agribusiness, financial sector, 
commodity organisations and 
academia. This year we would 
like to have more input and 
discussions from our members in 
practice while we still continue 
with the separate day/session for 
academics and students. We will 
also bring in more debate about 
current issues and use the Davos 
style as a way to organise the 
sessions. We would therefore like to 
encourage agricultural economists 
in national government, parastatals, 
agribusinesses and provincial 
governments to prepare short (non-
academic) inputs for any of the 
themes of the conference.
 

Theme:  Supporting Growth and Transformation in  South African   
 Agriculture 

Venue:  Misty Hills Country Hotel, Conference Centre & Spa, Muldersdrift,  
 Johannesburg
 
Date:  14 - 16 September 2016

Sub-themes and sessions

• Agricultural economic perspective transformation: The NDP and land  
 reform options
• Policy frameworks and funding for agricultural growth
• Support measures for agriculture facing climate and environmental stress
• Agro-processing: The silver bullet for agricultural growth?
• Agricultural growth requires investment: Who will invest?
• Agricultural economic perspective on land reform options:
• To protect or not to protect: Lessons from the AGOA debacle
• A discussion on the economics of ‘PULSES’ : A special session as part of  
 the international year of pulses.
• MULTIPLE SESSIONS for ACADEMIC CONTRIBUTED PAPERS 
 (organised by ‘discipline commissions’)

aEnvironmental economics
aAgribusiness management and value chains
aAgricultural finance and risk management
aConsumer economics
aAgricultural policy issues
aAgricultural and rural development and land reform
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The 2016 AEASA Local Organising Committee, is proud to 
announce that Prof Stephan von Cramon-Taubadel, University 
of Göttingen, Germany, will deliver the Simon Brand Memorial 
Address.

Prof Stephan von 
Cramon-Taubadel

Stephan von Cramon-
Taubadel is Professor for 
Agricultural Policy in the 
Department of Agricultural 
Economics and Rural 
Development of the 
University of Göttingen. 

Stephan completed his BSc 
(McGill University) and MSc 
(University of Manitoba) 
degrees in Canada and his 
PhD in Germany (University 
of Kiel). From 2000 to 2006 
he was Editor-in-Chief of 
Agricultural Economics, 
the official journal of the 
International Association 
of Agricultural Economists 
(IAAE), and he is currently 
Secretary-Treasurer of the IAAE. 

His work focuses on the analysis 
of agricultural policies as well as on price transmission and 
market integration. Stephan has worked extensively in the EU, 
the countries of the Former Soviet Union, and Latin America, 
and with a variety of institutions such as the World Bank and 
the FAO. He coordinates a joint MSc program between the 
University of Göttingen, the Universidad de Talca in Chile and 
Bogor Agricultural University in Indonesia. Stephan is married 
and has 4 children. 

News from Stellenbosch 
University
Mr. Jan C Greyling has 
been appointed as junior 
lecturer in the Department 
of Agricultural Economics. 
His research focus is in 
the fields of production 
economics, development 
economics and economic 
history, specifically the 
long run relationship 
between capital, labour 
and technology in 
the agricultural sector. 
Greyling is currently in 
the fourth year of his 
PhD investigating these 
relationships in the South 
African context. He holds 
a BScAgric, HonsBScAgric 
and MScAgric from 
Stellenbosch University.

Mr. Jan C Greyling

The 5th African Association of Agricultural Economists (AAAE) Conference

The 5th Conference of the AAAE will 
be held from 23-26 September 2016 at 
the United Nations Conference Centre 
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The theme of 
this year’s conference is “Transforming 
Smallholder Agriculture in Africa: The 
Role of Policy and Governance”. For 
more information, please visit 
the Conference website at: 
http://www.aaae2016.org/

Early Bird Registration has 
expired. All outstanding 
invoices will now attract the 
prevailing registration fee. 

You can now save up to 
20% on travel with the Star 
Alliance™ Network - Our official airline 
network. To obtain the Star Alliance 
Conventions Plus discounts please visit 
www.aaae2016.org/travel.php 

Book your hotel from a list of hotels 
provided at the website www.aaae2016.
org/accommodation.php 

Contact AAAE: Secretariat: Jeffers Miruka 
AAAE, c/o University of Nairobi, CAVS, Upper Kabete Campus 

E-mail: info@aaae-africa.org • Tel: 254 (0)57 251 1300 • Mobile: 254 (0)72 283 1531 
Web. www.aaae-africa.org | www.afjare.org 
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Highlights from the 2015 AEASA Conference
The 2015 Agricultural Economics Association of South Africa (AEASA) conference was hosted by the North-West Province from 30 
September until 2 October the 2nd 2015 at the Khaya iBhubesi conference venue in Parys. A total of 187 conference delegates 
were in attendance. The theme of the conference was “Structure, conduct and performance of the South African agricultural 
economy in a fast changing social, political and economic environment”.

Dignitaries & Award Winners - 2015 AEASA 
Conference

Ms B Matoti (AEASA President) Mr Supra 
Mahumapelo (North-West Premier) and Ms 
Manketse Tlhape (North-West MEC for READ)

Delegates - 2015 AEASA Conference

Profiling two of the award winners from the 2015 
AEASA Conference

Tinashe Kapuya won the best 
contributed paper prize at the 
2015 AEASA Conference. He 
is a registered PhD fellow at 
the University of Pretoria and 
he is an International Trade 
and Investment Intelligence 
Manager at Agbiz. He was 
awarded the second best 
paper position in 2014 for his 
paper with Wandile Sihlobo 
(also with Agbiz) on identifying 
potential markets for South 
African maize export. In 2015 
his paper entitled “Large Scale 
land investments and the 
(re)structuring of agricultural 
supply chains: A case of a 
corporate agribusiness in 
Zambia” won the first prize as 
the Best Contributed Paper. He 
co-authored the paper with 
Johann Kirsten, Ward Anseeuw 
and Ferdi Meyer.

Mr Tinashe Kapuya Ms Nomazwe Siziba

Nomazwe Siziba won the best 
poster paper prize at the 2015 
AEASA Conference. She is a 
PhD fellow at the University 
of Fort Hare. She gave a 
charismatic presentation at 
the AEASA Conference in 2015 
which won her the best poster 
paper prize. She worked along 
with Prof Michael Aliber of 
the University of Fort Hare on 
a paper titled “Irrigation as 
a jobs-driver in South African 
agriculture: An exploration of 
historical data”.
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The full list of award winners from the 2015 AEASA Conference

BEST Final Year Student

University Best Final Year Student  (4 year degree) for 2014

University of Fort Hare Mr Avuyile Xabadiya

University of Free State Ms C van Zyl

University of KwaZulu-Natal Ms Portia Gasa

University of Limpopo MV Nkadimeng

University of North West N/A

University of Pretoria Anel Jansen van Vuuren

University of Stellenbosch Gabbi Michaela Joubert

University of Venda JZ Gwebu

BEST M.Sc. THESIS 

Prize Author University Title

1st John Flanagan UKZN Assessing agricultural land use change in the Midlands region of KwaZulu, South Africa: 
Application of mixed multinomial logit

2nd Morne Scheepers UFS Water footprint and the value of water used in the Lucerne-dairy value chain

Best publication in a professional journal or book

Prize Author/s University Title

1st Hitayezu, P., Wale, E. 
and Ortmann G.

Journal of Environment 
and Development and 
Sustainability

Assessing agricultural land use change in the Midlands region of KwaZulu, 
South Africa: Application of mixed multinomial logit

2nd Hlongwane J.J, and 
Belete, A.

Journal of Human Ecology, 
50(1):59-64 (2015)

Inefficiency determinants of vegetable producers in integrated  
management practice of irrigation schemes in Limpopo of South Africa.

SJJ de Swart (for best article published in Agrekon)

Prize Author/s Volume Title

1st Aliber, M and 
Mdoda  L

54 (2) 2015 The direct and indirect economic contribution of small-scale agriculture in 
South Africa 

2nd Bruwer M and 
Ortmann GF

53 (3) 2015 Developing resilience indicators for food security monitoring and evaluation; 
Index cons and household classification for African countries

Best Poster

Prize Author/s Title

1st Aliber, M and Siziba, N. Irrigation as a jobs-driving in South Africa: an exploration of historical data

2nd Louw, L., Kirsten J.F, Korsten L and Jordaan D. Setting an economic and institutional research agenda for food supply 
chain losses and waste

Best Paper Contributed 

Prize Author/s Title

1st Kapuya T., Kirsten, J.F., Anseeuw, W and Meyer, F.H. Investment strategies and the (re)structure of agro-food supply chain in 
Africa

2nd Lubinga, M.H., Verchoor, A., Ogundeji, A.A., and 
Jordaan, H

The impact of EU-GSP scheme on horticultural exports from Kenya, Tanzania 
and Uganda: A preference margin approach

3rd Partridge A and Pienaar L. Developing a multivariate product index to prioritizing agri processing 
investments in South Africa
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News from the University of Fort Hare

On 26 February 2016, the University of Fort Hare hosted a conference entitled: “University of Fort 
Hare research in agricultural innovations and development for improved food security”. 

The conference was chaired by Prof Abbyssinia Mushunje and included a keynote speech by Mr 
Wandile Sihlobo of Agbiz. A total of 25 contributed papers were presented at this conference.

The South African Agricultural Economics Professional 
fellowship 2015/16

“Success is to be measured not so much by the position 
that one has reached in life as by the obstacles which he 
has overcome.”                  Booker T. Washington
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A note from the coordinator  - Dr. Ed Mabaya (Cornell University)

With agricultural economics becoming 
an increasingly globalized issue, involving 
international partnerships, South Africa 
cannot afford professionals who are 
disconnected from the global fraternity 
of economists.  It is with this vision that Mr. 
Ronald Ramabulana (former president of 
AEASA) and I founded the South African 
Agricultural Economics Professional 
Fellowship (SAAEPF) in early 2010.  Last 
year, SAAEPF was rolled into a larger 
capacity building innitiative named 
Agricultural Professional Fellowship Program 
(APFP).  APFP includes other agricultural 
disciplines and expands the scope of the 
program with several in-country activities 
held in partnership with the Western 
Cape Department of Agriculture and 
the Agribusiness Development Agency. 
It is with great pleasure that I report on 
another successful trip to the USA by the 
sixth cohort of Fellows under this initiative 
that took place from November 29 to 
December 13, 2015.  

The APFP is a capacity building program 
for a select group of South African young 
professionals working in agriculture and 
related fields. The program selects an 
annual cohort of early-to-mid career 
agricultural professionals (Fellows) to 
participate in a year-long capacity 
building program including study tours 
of academic, research, and government 
institutions in the United States and South 
Africa. To enhance the immediate and 
long-term benefits of the international 
engagement, the program will also include 
strategically chosen activities focused 
on skill-building in leadership, conflict 
management, critical thinking, professional 
conduct, as well as specific research 
skills such as research methodology, 
academic writing and presentation. The 
overall goal of the program is to help train 
a group of highly qualified South African 

professionals who will use their experience 
and connections to the international 
agricultural economics profession to 
enhance the agriculture and agribusiness 
sectors of South Africa. 

Led by Dr. Simphiwe Ngqangweni, the 2015 
cohort comprised of four fellows: Ms. Tabisa 
Nomava Finiza, an Agricultural Economist 
(Research Technician) at the Agricultural 
Research Council; Mr. Kayalethu Sotsha, 
who is completing his final year of his Ph.D. 
at Stellenbosch University; Ms. Manana 
Mamabolo, a researcher at the Agricultural 
Research Council in the Economic Analysis 
Unit; and Mr. Bongani Herschel Ndita, an 
Agricultural Economist and Senior Lecturer 
at the Owen Sitole College of Agriculture. 

The tour kicked off with a visit to Cornell 
University in Ithaca, New York, where the 
fellows had very informative meetings 
with professors and key food industry 
players.   From Cornell University the group 
flew to Tuskegee University, a prestigious 
historically black University in Alabama 
where the Fellows attended the 73rd 
Annual Professional Agricultural Workers 
Conference (PAWC). The conference was 
of particular relevance to the Fellows, 
because many of the issues discussed at 
PAWC had strong parallels to South Africa’s 
current economic situation and reflected 
growing global trends in agribusiness. The 
group presented the following papers 
which will appear in a forthcoming special 
edition of the Professional Agricultural 
Workers Journal:

•  Tabisa Nomava Finiza:    
 “Establishment of Orange-Fleshed  
 Sweet Potato Agro-processing   
 Enterprises in Rural Communities of  
 South Africa”
•  Mr. Kayalethu Sotsha: “The  
 Willingness of Farming Households to

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 Participate in Land Reform in the  
 Eastern Cape, South Africa” 
•  Manana Mamabolo: “Economic  
 Rate of Return to Publically Funded  
 Vegetable Research in South Africa”
•  Bongani Herschel Ndita: “A Socio- 
 economic Impact Assessment of  
 the Idutywa Agripark Project on   
 Project Beneficiaries.”

From Tuskegee University, the group 
travelled to nearby Auburn University in 
Alabama and visited the Department 
of Agricultural Economics and Rural 
Sociology.  The Fellows met with several 
faculty members and discussed common 
research interests around rural and urban 
food security.  The final stop of the visit 
was in Washington D.C., where the group 
had several meetings at the World Bank, 
the International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI), the USDA Economic 
Research Service (ERS), as well as a unique 
opportunity to meet and discuss policy 
with the Ambassador from South Africa.  
We concluded the tour with a special 
tour of the White House. The abridged 
feedback below from the 2015 Fellows tells 
the rest of the story. Additionally please 
find attached an evaluation report on the 
program in addition to a detailed itinerary 
from the trip.

Highlights from the USA Study Tour

Dr. Ed Mabaya 

Reflections by Tabisa Nomava Finiza (formerly Agricultural Research Council)

Nothing can be compared to the 
experience I have had on this tour 
in the United States. The Agricultural 
Professional Fellowship Program 2015/16 
was an extraordinary opportunity for 
me, which exposed and provided me 
with international knowledge and skills 
in the agricultural economics sector. The 
programme was indeed beneficial for 
me, and being part of such a diverse, and 
logistically well planned visit and good 
spirited team was an added bonus.

Cornell University: Our study begin 
at Cornell University, where the team 
was fortunate to have meetings with 
international agricultural economist 
experts who shared their knowledge 
and experience over the years. It was a 

great honour to meet Dr. Ralph Christy, 
Professor Bill Tomek, Dr. Ndunge Kiiti, and 
Dr. Anusuya Rangarajan, to mention just 
a few. The team also had the opportunity 
to attend seminars on campus which 
were very informative, visit a variety of USA 
supermarkets (Walmart, Wegmans and 
Green Star Coop), participate in farm 
tours and also visit the home of Harriet 
Tubman where we learned about African 
American struggles which was similar to 
our South African Apartheid struggles.

Tuskegee University: The team also visited 
a land grant universities in the United States 
which was built through struggle and pain 
by a young African American. This young 
man was Booker T. Washington, the founder 
of Tuskegee University, who built the 

university in order to unveil the ignorance 
from his people and show them that the 
right way in life was through education 
and industry. While at the university we 
attended the 73rd Annual Professional 
Agricultural Workers Conference (PAWC), 

Tabisa Nomava Finiza
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It was great to have this international 
exposure offered by the APFP. The 
experience was amazing and very 
inspiring for me and my work. My sincere 
gratitude goes to Mashudu Siobo, 
Kedibone Shai, and Dr. Krisztina Tihanyi 
for logistics; Dr. Edward Mabaya for 
the time he spent arranging speaking 
engagements and meetings and 
ensuring we were learning as much 
as possible and engaged in all the 
events; and the NAMC for giving me 
the opportunity to participate in this 
incredible programme.

Cornell University: At Cornell we were 
able to meet with the wonderful group 
of organizers for this tour including Dr. 
Krisztina Tihanyi and Dr. Ralph Christy. 
We were received with warm hands 
and I appreciated the Welcome Dinner 
invitation to Dr. Christy’s home. The four 

days we spent at Cornell were worth our 
while – exciting and interesting too. The 
experience exceeded my expectations 
and I like the fact that Dr. Mabaya 
included farm visits and supermarket 
tours as well.

Tuskegee University: The most interesting 
part of our time at Tuskegee was 
learning about the history of the 
University, and the heroes Booker T. 
Washington and George Washington 
Carver. Also, the opportunity to present 
in the international conference was 
quite amazing. I thought the Eastern 
Cape and other former homelands 
could relate (to some degree) to 
Tuskegee, e.g. the University of Fort 
Hare and its surroundings. The church 
ceremony at Montgomery was also an 
amazing experience to participate in.  

Washington DC: I felt very fortunate to 
be able to tour the White House while 
in Washington DC. Also, the visits to the 
United States Department of Agriculture, 
World Bank, and the South African 
embassy were such a great experiences.

Kayalethu Sotsha

Reflections by Kayalethu Sotsha (PhD candidate Stellenbosch University)

The USA study tour was phenomenal 
in a number of ways. Firstly, because it 
was my first visit to the USA and that was 
amazing. Secondly, the visit to the USA was 
not limited to one state, but a number of 
states; and this was great because it gave 
us a diverse picture and exposure to the 
USA. Meeting and networking with high 
profile Professors and experts in the field 
of Agricultural Economics from Cornell, 
Tuskegee, USDA-ERS as well as the farm 
visits have provided me with an amazing  
professional development experience. 

Through these interactions, I have made 
professional contacts who have indicated 
a willingness to collaborate and assist 
me in my studies and professional career. 
Furthermore the networks that the APFP 
has opened up amongst us as South 
African fellows will also go a long way in 
my professional career.

At Cornell University: While at Cornell, we 
were able to learn about the history of 
the university, how it was founded, and 
about some of the significant people who 
played a role in making Cornell University 

the kind of university it is today. The Cornell 
visit was a highlight especially because we 
got to meet experts in agricultural research 
such as Proffesors Ralph Christy, Bill Tomek, 
Assie-Lumumba, Kiiti, and Rangarajan 
who shared with us their knowledge, 
experiences, and expertise. Their talks 
made us realize how similar the USA and 
South Africa agriculture are and that 
there is great room for mutual learning, 
collaborations, and benefits.

At Tuskegee University: The Professional 
Agricultural Workers Conference that was 
held at Tuskegee University, Alabama 
was another highlight of the tour. The 
conference gave us an opportunity to 
share our work on an international stage 
and with a diverse audience from different 
countries. It was an opportunity for us to 
inform others about agriculture in South 
Africa. We received valuable inputs from 
experts in academia and in practice on 
our presentations that explained to us 
and showed us how we can improve our 
studies and target scientific publications 
for our work. This will assist in disseminating 
our work to a broader audience in order to 

support sound decision making based on 
the findings and recommendation of the 
studies. 

The visit to Alabama was another great 
experience because we got a chance to 
visit the museums of Booker T Washington 
and George Washington Carver, the 
founders of Tuskegee University. Through this 
we were able to learn about the history of 
the university. What was also great to see 
was the statue at the university, in which 
Booker T Washington unveils a slave boy as 
a symbol of the importance of education 
in liberating people. In addition to that, 

Reflections by Manana Mamabolo (Agricultural Research Council)

Manana Mamabolo

and were given the chance to present 
our research papers. The feedback from 
the audience was overwhelming and 
really helped me to boost my confidence 
about my topic and presentation skills.  
While visiting Atlanta, the team attended 
a very welcoming church service that 
felt just like we were home, we also visited 
Martin Luther King’s home and attended 
the University’s Christmas Concert. Our last 
stop was a visit to Auburn University were 
we met with Professors  Norbert Wilson, 
Deacue Fields, and Henry Fadamiro, 
who briefly explained to us the various 

international programs at the university 
and its collaboration with research 
institutes. Last but not least we has a tour 
around the university to learn more about 
student life.  

Washington DC: While in Washington DC 
we had the opportunity of a life time to 
network and interact with World Bank 
Professionals where they shared their work 
line and experience. We also were able 
to engage with USDA Economic Research 
Service personnel, who shared with us 
the work they do in terms of exports and 

imports with the South African government. 
This programme also gave me the 
amazing opportunity to visit the White 
House. It was an incredible experience for 
someone like me who grew up in small 
town of South Africa. This showed me that 
anything is possible if you work hard and 
believe. We wrapped up the tour with 
a visit to South African Embassy. It was 
an honour for me to be part of this life 
changing experience, and I wish all the 
young South African professionals could 
be exposed to such programmes to inspire 
and empower them.
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As Senior Lecturer in Agriculture I benefited 
significatnyl from this expereince and 
now I am now able to mix my practical 
and theoretical experience gained in 
the USA study tour whenever I conduct 
classes and present seminars. Since I am 
also about to start my PhD work, this tour  
served as an eye opener and has given 
me an opportunity to write my proposal 
in a more understandable manner for 
an international audience. Since my 
return from the USA my Senior Managers 
have given me more roles to play on 
management activities, acting as head 
of academics in my component; thanks 
to the expereinces on this tour, I am able 
to apply many new managerial lessons 
learned to this position. Special thanks to 
NAMC, Dr. Ed Mabaya and Krisztina Tihanyi 
for holding a wonder and fruitful tour. 

Cornell University: At Cornell University 
we received a wonderful welcome from 
study tour coordinators Dr. Ed Mabaya, 
Krisztina Tihanyi, and Dr. Ralph Christy, who 
made us feel at home even in the cold 
weather. We had an excellent campus 
tour and orientation where we visited 
quite a number of University places that 
include the historical church, Cornell store, 
etc. In our meetings and discussions with 
agricultural experts while on campus, 
Professor Bill Tomek made an enormous 
impact by explaining the current 
economic problem in the real world and 
we had an opportunity to have a look 
on his biography that includes few books 
he wrote. Dr Anusuya Rangarajan made 
an impressive presentation on Cornell 
extension services of which I benefited a 
lot. Dr. Ngunge Kiti also gave an inspiring 
presentation about the situation of mobile 
money in Kenya and other countries. I 
also benefited from the presentation by 

Professor Assie’-Lumumba, in which she 
made me question why so suddenly the 
Chinese government wants to invest in 
Africa and why Africans cannot solve 
their own problems. She emphasized that 
African problems need Africans to solve 
them, she also mentioned the issue of 
food security within African content and 
where we are heading to solve that issue. 

I really appreciated the opportunity to 
learn about the supply chain from small 
scale farmers (Turek Farm, Shepherd’s Way 
Farm) and commercial farmers (Walnut 
Ridge Dairy) while in Ithaca. Additionally, 
I had a delightful time learning more 
about the powerful women Harriet Tubman 
and her impact on the lives of African 
Americans.  

Tuskegee University: While at Tuskegee 
University, I was amazed to go and 
visit Martin Luther King attractions in 
Montgomery where I learned more about 
King’s life and his milestones, and I was 
blessed to attend the Tuskegee University 
Christmas Concert. The best highlight 
while at Tuskegee University was the PAWC 
Conference; I had an opportunity to 
engage with various stakeholders in the 
agricultural sector, it was amazing to listen 
to students and researchers present their 
papers, during which I was able to learn a 
lot about the American small scale farmer’s 
achievements and challenges. Throughout 
the conference I gained a lot from the 
information sharing and my best highlight 
was when I was able to present on my own 
research on South African challenges in 
the agricultural sector. The audience was 
very supportive and asked questions that 
will help me later with my research and 
studies. 

Washington DC: The last stop was in 
Washington DC, where we were able to 
meet with high profile people in USDA 
Economic Research Service and the World 
Bank. Meeting with the staff at the ERS 
was one of the best moments in my life; 
learning more about African Food Security 
was indeed marvellous, and I would like to 
say a special thanks to Cheryl Christensen 
and Andrew Muhammad for making that 
possible. The World Bank visit was indeed 
perfect with African representatives sharing 
information on the role of the World Bank 
in the Africa content, special thanks to 
Mrs Bongiwe Patience Kunene( Alternate 
Executive Director), from whom I learned 
a lot. Even today I cannot believe we 
were able to visit the White House.  I was 
inspired by a Mabaya’s former student 
who as a young lady started as an intern 
and has now earned a high post in the 
male dominated sector of the White 
House, advising the President himself on 
young generations living with disability. The 
last two visits to IFPRI and South African 
Embassy were indeed perfect, I was 
impressed we were able to see so much 
since very few visitors are able to meet 
the Ambassador himself, Mr H.E Mninwa J 
Mahlangu and his well-organized staff.

Reflections by Bongani Herschel Ndita (Owen Sitole College of Agriculture)

Bongani Herschel Ndita 

we had an opportunity to visit the Dexter 
Baptist Church where Dr Martin Luther 
King pastored. It was really exciting and 
honouring to have visited these places 
where such iconic and legendary human 
beings who changed and impacted the 
lives of so many people lived and spent 
their lives.

In Washington DC: Our USA tour ended 
on a very high note with our visit to 
Washington DC. The Washington tour was 
amazing. It was beyond my expectations. 
We visited very high profile organizations 
such as the World Bank and the USDA. 
At the World Bank we were hosted by Ms 
Bongiwe Kunene, the Alternate Executive 
Director of the World Bank board, 
representing Angola, Nigeria and South 
Africa. Ms Kunene and her team shared 
with us on how the Bank functions and 
what are the different types of lending 

opportunities that exist within the bank for 
countries. 

We also visited the Economic Research 
Services division of the USDA. At ERS we 
were hosted by Dr Andrew Muhammad, 
the Chief of International Demand and 
Trade in the Market and Trade Economics 
division and his colleagues, Ms Christensen 
and Mr Davis. They shared with us about 
the USDA and specifically their work in 
ERS. This was a highlight for me especially 
because I am also involved in economic 
research in my work. They shared valuable 
insights on how they conduct their work 
and what tools they use to overcome 
some of the challenges associated with 
economic research such as accessing 
private as well as public sector research 
data. They also shared on how the 
agriculture sector of USA has managed 
to maintain relatively high investments in 

agricultural research over the years, which 
is something that is of relevant to South 
Africa given that research investments 
in the country have been dwindling. Ms 
Christensen also shared on her work on 
food and nutrition and what the USA 
experience has been in trying to achieve 
this. 

Lastly, we had the pleasure and honour of 
visiting the White House where we were 
hosted in the executive wing and we got 
to experience and see how it is in one of 
the world’s most iconic buildings. We were 
even fortunate enough to get a wave from 
Vice President, Joe Biden. The Washington 
tour ended with a visit to the South African 
Embassy where we met Ambassador 
Mninwa Johannes Mahlangu. It felt like 
home away from home and was a great 
way to end the tour.
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News from the University of the Free State

Overview of 2015

Training and research activities continued in a number of 
established fields. The Department of Agricultural Economics 
offers a variety of modules in three fields – Agricultural 
Economics with a scientific foundation; Agricultural Economics 
with more focus on business; and Agricultural Management. 
Research activities mainly centre around the fields of 
sustainable freshwater use for food production, and livestock 
economics, where the staff and students worked on existing 
research projects.

From a knowledge dissemination perspective, 2015 was an 
exciting year for the Department of Agricultural Economics. 
Staff and students actively participated in international and 

See link to photos below
Cornell - https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=oa.1242985129051858&type=1 
Ithaca:  - https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=oa.1242996715717366&type=1 
Alabama - https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=oa.1247616585255379&type=1 
Washington DC - https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=oa.1247608838589487&type=1  and https://www.
facebook.com/media/set/?set=oa.1247611288589242&type=1 
South African Embassy - https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=oa.1242990675717970&type=1 
Join us on Facebook: Agricultural Professional Fellowship Program-South Africa

national activities to strengthen the academic footprint of 
the department. Members from the department participated 
in five international conferences, as well as the annual 
conference of the Agricultural Economics Association of 
South Africa (AEASA), where research findings were presented 
as contributed papers. Regular articles were also published 
in the popular scientific press. Through these activities the 
department made substantial progress towards achieving its 
vision of increasing its academic footprint towards becoming 
the academic department of choice for the industry and the 
scientific agricultural economics community.
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Achievements

Dr Dirk Strydom was presented 
with the title of 2015 Free State 
Agriculturalist of the Year. Dr 
Strydom received the award 
on 23 October 2015 from the 
Agricultural Writers’ Central 
Region, a professional association 
which promotes the image 
and standards of agricultural 
journalism in South Africa.

Dr Strydom also received an 
award in 2015 from the Brahman 
breeders for his outstanding 
scientific contribution to their 
industry.Dr Dirk Strydom 

Prof Johan Willemse won the 
Rosestad Agricultural award 
during 2015.

Prof Johan Willemse

Student Achievements 

Morné Scheepers won the prize for the second best master’s thesis at the AEASA conference in 2015.

Mr Moses Lubinga, Dr Abioden Ogundeji, and Dr Henry Jordaan were awarded the second prize for the best contributed paper at the 
AEASA conference in 2015.

Research

The research endeavours in the department centre around 
two broad themes: water-related research funded by the 
Water Research Commission (WRC), and research on livestock 
economics funded mainly by industry partners. Dr Henry Jordaan 
is leading a research project exploring the water footprints of 
selected field and forage crops to inform policy makers, water 
managers, and water users regarding sustainable freshwater use 
for food production. Prof Bennie Grové is leading two projects. The 
first is concerned with the optimisation of electricity and water 
use for sustainable management of irrigation farming systems. The 
second is concerned with long-run hydrologic and economic risk 
simulation and optimisation of water curtailments. 

The Sernick Research Project was based on Precision Feedlotting 
by Phillip Oosthuizen for his master’s thesis. This project entailed 
research on feedlot experiments with 11 different cattle breeds 
regarding types of feed and mass gained by the different breeds. 
The project was sponsored by Mr Nick Serfontein of the Sernick 
Farm. A Sernick Industry Day was also held on the farm on 29 
September 2015 at Edenville, where farmers and agri-businesses 
could see the cattle used in the feedlot research.

Prof Johan Willemse and Ms Ané Calitz are involved in a research 
project on traceability systems to develop a framework for an 
effective, voluntary traceability system for the red meat industry of 
South Africa.

Community Service

Quarterly Agricultural Outlook workshops are held by Prof Johan 
Willemse, where farmers and corporate delegates meet and 
participate in lively discussions regarding the future market. 
These Agricultural Workshops started in 2006 and are still very well 
attended.

South African Futures Exchange (SAFEX) courses are presented by 
Dr Dirk Strydom to banks, farmers, students, and other agricultural 
enterprises, and an average of two workshops are held each year. 
Workshops are also held in other parts of the country where the 
need arises.

Conferences
Staff members and students of the Department of Agricultural 
Economics have participated in six international and national 
conferences during 2015 where contributed papers were 
presented. The conferences include:

• The 15th World Water Congress was held in Edinburgh,
 Scotland from 25 to 29 May 2015, where one paper was   
 presented.
• The beef and sheep conference was hosted by Agri
 Benchmark in Colombia from 11 to 18 June 2015. Two staff  
 members participated in the conference. 
• The 20th International Farm Management Congress was held  
 in Quebec, Canada, from 12 to 17 July 2015, where 17  
 delegates from the department presented peer-reviewed  
 papers.
• The 29th International Conference of Agricultural Economists  
 was hosted in Milan, Italy, from 8 to 14 August 2015. Agricultural  
 Economics staff presented three peer-reviewed papers, as well  
 as one poster.
• The 5th World Sustainability Forum was hosted in Basel,  
 Switzerland, from 7 to 9 September 2015, where 11 delegates  
 from Agricultural Economics presented ten peer-reviewed  
 papers. 
• The 54th AEASA conference was held from 29 September  
 to 2 October 2015 at Parys in the Free State. Two papers were  
 presented by delegates from Agricultural Economics.  
 The theme of the conference was “Structure, conduct and  
 performance of the South African Agricultural Economy in a  
 fast changing social, political and economic environment”.

The Unit for Livestock Economics in the Department of Agricultural 
Economics held an Industry Day on 28 October 2015 to highlight 
the following research conducted by the unit.
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Dr Henry Jordaan represented the UFS as 
founding member of the Water Footprint 
Research Alliance (WFRA), at the launch 
event of the WFRA at the XVth World Water 
Congress in Edinburgh, Scotland. The 
WFRA include leading scientists on Water 
Footprint Assessment from universities and 
research institutes from the Netherlands, 
China, Spain, and South Africa. Together 
with the Water Footprint Network and 
University of Twente from the Netherlands, 

and Northwest Agriculture and Forestry 
University from China, Dr Henry Jordaan 
represented the UFS as co-convener 
of a special session on Water Footprint 
Assessment at the 15th World Water 
Congress in Edinburgh, Scotland.

National and International Collaboration

Dr Henry Jordaan

Postgraduate Students

The 2015 registration of postgraduate students totalled 36 honours, 25 master’s, and seven PhD students in Agricultural Economics, while 
eight MSc and MAgric students graduated at the December graduation.

Staff

Professors:    Prof B Grové.
Affiliate Associate Professors:  Prof Max Berman.
Senior Lecturers:    Drs H Jordaan, N Matthews, A Ogundeji, AC Geyer, DB Strydom, and Mr JJ van Staden.
Lecturers:    Messrs JIF Henning, WA Lombard, FA Maré, P Mokhatla, HN van Niekerk, and Ms M Venter.
Junior lecturers:    Ms P Madende.
Researchers/Research assistants:  Messrs J Bezuidenhout, J du Preez, M Ferreira, TW Flanegan, BO Haile, HJ Linde, FJ Loggerenberg,  
    Mss. D Bougard, PO Calitz, M Gadisi, JZ Gwebu, VM Letsuku, and MP Mohlotsane.
Secretary:    Mrs LP Hoffman.
Senior Officers: Professional Services:  Mrs C van der Merwe and Ms SC Combrinck.

Contact Details

Dr Henry Jordaan
Academic Head of Department
Faculty of Natural and Agricultural Sciences
Department of Agricultural Economics
University of the Free State, 
P.O. Box 339
Bloemfontein
9300
South Africa

Telephone:   +27 51 401 2824   
Fax:    +27 51 401 3473
Email:    JordaanH@ufs.ac.za  
Website:    www.ufs.ac.za
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Introducing a new segment: young agricultural 
economists debate
AEASA is excited to introduce this segment to be published regularly on the AEASA Newsletter. It will feature opinion articles by 
young agricultural economists and is meant to promote debate among the youth within AEASA. This segment will in future be 
published in other forms of communication media within AEASA. The inaugural opinion is written by Mr Wandile Sihlobo, who is 
Lead Economist at Agriculture Business Chamber (Agbiz).

Open markets vital for agricultural sector

Paradoxical as it may sound, the cure for 
higher food prices is more often than not 
higher food prices. This is, of course, on 
the assumption that higher food prices 
incentivise farmers to increase food 
production, which will eventually lead to 
lower agricultural commodity prices due to 
increased supply, and therefore affordable 
food prices. This also assumes market 
forces are allowed to play out without state 
intervention and control.

The temptation to regulate markets 
has, however, proved too strong an urge 
for many developing nations. In April 
2016, Zambian media reported that the 
government intends regulating maize meal 
prices on the basis that recent increases in 
food prices are weighing on consumers. By 
March 2016, Zambia’s maize meal prices 
had increased 21% year-on-year on the 
back of the ongoing El Niño-induced 
drought.

The government’s intention to intervene 
in the maize meal market shows it cares 
for its consumers’ well-being. But the 
unintended consequence of regulation 
is that farmers and food processors in 
the value chain invariably lose. From the 
farmer’s perspective, curbing maize price 
increases could disincentivise increasing 
food production, thus retarding the growth 
and development of the agricultural 
sector. This also has negative effects on 
agricultural job creation, which depends 
on the expansion of production.

Africa has much to learn regarding the 
merits of market deregulation. There are 
good examples, such as South Africa’s 
agricultural sector, which now subscribes 
to a free market system after being 
deregulated in 1997/98. This unlocked 
farmers’ growth potential and developed 

their capacity to adapt and participate 
in global agricultural markets. The process 
has not always been easy for South African 
farmers, as they compete with the United 
States and European Union producers, 
which are heavily subsidised. Even so, a 
large body of literature indicates that some 
South African agricultural commodities, 
such as maize, are still competitive in export 
markets relative to other leading exporters.

The success of South Africa’s deregulation 
can be credited to government and 
farmers’ effort, and learning from this model 
could benefit the rest of Africa. South 
African government understood that the 
best way to feed the nation was to allow 
the free market system to deliver to dinner 
tables. To improve food security, institutions 
were developed to govern and guide some 
of the market processes from production 
to trade, such as the International Trade 
Administration Commission, and a number 
of directorates within the Department of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, such as 
food safety and quality assurance, South 
African agricultural food, quarantine 
and inspection services, the perishable 
products export control board and plant 
health.

The South African situation is not 
perfect; the country continues to adopt 
new policies, such as land reform and 
labour legislation, which distort markets. 
Nonetheless, South Africa offers many 
examples for the region to emulate, the key 
one being the deregulation of markets.

The region is struggling with drought, and 
countries such as Zambia are attempting 
to close borders to save maize for their 
consumers. Here at home, we continue to 
see increasing volumes of maize exports to 
neighbouring countries.

In fact, Grain South Africa estimates that 
SA’s 2016/17 maize exports to the region 
could reach 630,000 tonnes, even though 
we will be net importers of maize due 
to the drought, and maize imports are 
expected to reach 3.8 million tonnes.

Poor infrastructural development is partly 
responsible for Africa’s lower agricultural 
performance, but policy is a major 
stumbling block. Real improvements in the 
agricultural sector will require the political 
will to change policy. Then infrastructure 
and investments can follow. The key in all 
of this is to support one another as African 
nations.

*Wandile Sihlobo is a Lead 
Economist at Agriculture Business 
Chamber (Agbiz). Follow him on 

Twitter @WandileSihlobo

Wandile Sihlobo
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News from the University of the Pretoria

Prof Johann Kirsten will be leaving the 
University of Pretoria at the end of July 
2016 to take up the position as Director 
of the Bureau of Economic Research 
(BER) in Stellenbosch. Prof Kirsten has 
been the head of Department of 
Agricultural Economics, Extension and 
Rural Development since 1 July 1996 - 
for exactly 20 years! 

Prof Charles Machethe 

Prof Charles Machethe has been 
appointed as the acting head of 
Department for the next 6 months. 

The University of Pretoria is also proud to announce the following new appointments: 

Dr Selma 
Karuaihe 
(Environmental 
Economics) 

Mr Chris 
Motengwe 
(Futures Markets 
and Agri-
business) Soon 
to receive his 
PhD in Financial 
Management 
from WITS 
University 

Ms Melissa van 
der Merwe 
(Agricultural 
Supply Chain 
Management) 

Mr Danie 
Jordaan 
(Agribusiness) 

Ms Megan 
Davenport 
(Environmental 
Economics and 
Institutional 
Economics)

Prof Johann Kirsten 
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